MISS HARRIET LIESKE, 
who arrived .in. Africa Sep- 
tember 24, is teaching the 
children of Lutheran mission- 
aries at Obot Idim, Nigeria. 
She taught parochial schools 
for 12 years in Towa and in 
her home state, Minnesota. 
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DEAR PAsToR NITZ: 


How odd and how wonderful! Three 
days ago, while I was having a bitter 
struggle for faith, your words helped 
me through the battle. Ill explain as 
simply as possible what happened. 

Late last week, our newborn son 
became ill. The doctor started massive 
injections of penicillin, but we didn’t 
know what the baby was fighting. By 
Sunday all I could pray was: “Dear 
God, don’t let him die! Please, Lord, 
let Brad live!” Yet my feelings were 
that the baby just couldn’t make it. 
The fever had been too high too long. 
I could find no basis for hope. 

With an injured husband, a 15- 
month-old toddler, and a sick baby on 
my hands, there seemed no time for me 
to derive comfort from the Bible. 
I tried, but I simply could not concen- 
trate long enough to find help. 

Finally, on one flight through the 
kitchen, I noticed the Portals of Prayer 
that had arrived the day before. I 
stopped, picked up the booklet, and 
opened it at random to the message 
for Sunday, September 29. “Look to 
Christ” the title; the verse, Matthew 
11:28. I read, thought. Soon I was 
able to pray: “Not my will but Thine, 
O Lord! Give me the strength to face 
whatever will be.” 

The numbing fear left me. I was 
able to see the plus factors in Brad’s 
favor. He was eating well, sleeping 
well, and crying very loudly when he 
needed attention. He was a good, big 
full-term nine-pounder. Why, he had 
a better-than-even chance, I realized. 

Later that evening, after Lura was 
in bed, Brad was asleep, and my hus- 
band’s leg had been rebandaged, I sat 


Pe sae | } | 
On One Flight 
Through the Kitchen 


Letter to a Former Pastor 


down with the Portals and start 
look through it. On the title page 
Gerhardt E. Nitz, the pastor who 
firmed me in Anchorage, Alaska 
a moment I was actually dizzy. 
you. You reminded me of wha 
had taught me. 

Twelve years is a long time. 
you have had many catechumens 
the class of five girls at Anchorag 
theran Church in 1945. I am Me 
Bradley Wise. I used to baby-sit 
with your daughters, Miriam, 
Christine, and Connie. 

The date of our confirmation 
June 9, the Festival of Pentecost. I} 
never forgotten the beauty of that 
the almost relaxed but very con 
oral examination, and the deepl 
emn rite of confirmation itself. 

I have been married four years 
Glenn is considering accepting my | 
the answer to many prayers. 

We have had three children. 
first-born did not live. Lura Je 
nearly 16 months old. Glenn Br 
was born September 4 and is ther 
three weeks oid. 

How is the baby? The fever 
Sunday evening. The infection i 
ceding. We don’t have to go 
to the doctor until next week! 

I realize that not the pastor Dl 
message is the important thing. — 
ever, I want you to know that 
hand has been on my shoulder } 
times, guiding me in the right dir 
For that I thank you and God. 


Sincerely, 


MARJORIE BRADLEY 
(Mrs. F. G. Wise) 
North Highlands, Calif. 
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ponsibility” Stressed at 
tiated Charities Meeting 


H. F. Wind of Synod’s Social 
e Department expressed hope to 
sociated Lutheran Charities con- 
1 that “through congregational 
e committees we can re-create the 
sf love toward others which was 
ch in evidence among the early 
ans.” 

53d national convention of the 
es within the Synodical Confer- 
net in Cleveland, September 24 
is 

cy was defined by Dr. Richard 
emmerer of the St. Louis semi- 
s “the self-sacrifice of the Chris- 
an for the next... a sign that 
imself is at work in him.” 

is address on “The Responsibility 
Individual Christian for the Min- 
f Mercy” Dr. Caemmerer listed 
xf the hurdles which weaken the 
an’s desire to practice mercy, as 
lity, possessions, and the com- 
eeling that government should 
ire of things.” 

cers of the association are: presi- 
Rev. E. F. Witte, Chicago; vice- 
nts, Revs. Werner Kuntz and 
ore Meibohm, Detroit; treasurer, 
ayne Reidburg, Minneapolis; sec- 
Rev. Leslie F. Weber, Baltimore; 
sian, Rev. Edward J. Mahnke, 
lis; and business manager, Dr. 


nbers of the Executive Commit- 
»: Norman Schuett, Wauwatosa, 
Mrs. H. A. Wolfe, Columbus, 
Mrs. Esther Gore, Cleveland. 


homa Honors Lutheran 
- Couple 


and Mrs. Fred Graumann, mem- 
f St. John’s Church in Granite, 
1eir eight children were named 
‘den Anniversary Farm Family 
: of Oklahoma’s Semi-Centennial 
ition at the State Fair. 
-Graumanns were nominated by 
County as candidates for 50 
»f successful farming. Gov. Ray- 
Gary gave a_ gold-and-silver 
to the couple. 

homa papers played up the 
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Graumanns’ quotation of their wedding 
text: “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” 

“This Scriptural text,” a newspaper 
story stated, “still expresses the emo- 
tional tone of the household. After 
breakfast each morning, someone reads 
a chapter of the Bible and leads in 
prayer.” 


Governor (right) presents plaque to 
Graumanns. 


“This way you learn to take adver- 
sity,” the paper quoted Mrs. Graumann. 
“You know that everything will work 
out for your good.” 

Farmers in Granite since 1906, they 
rented for 12 years. In 1928 they built 
a comfortable brick house on their own 
farm. 

All eight children are active church, 
club, community, and civic leaders. 
The parents helped found and build the 
Lutheran church near their home. 
Their first-born son, William, is a pas- 
tor in Riverside, Calif., and a Vice- 
President of Synod’s Southern Cali- 
fornia District. 

Hugo, a Ph. D., head of the Federal 
Alfalfa Research Farm near Washing- 
ton, D. C., was named outstanding 4-H 
Club boy in the U. S. in 1933. 

The daughters — one is the wife of 
Pastor Walmar Frank, Tulsa; another 
is Mrs. Alfred Meyer, Fort Worth; and 
a third, Mrs. John McKinney, Tulsa — 
make good use of the homemaking tech- 
niques they learned in their 4-H days. 

Three younger sons live in Greer 
County. Leonard runs his own 400- 
acre grain-and-stock farm and manages 
the Farmers Co-op Elevator in Granite. 
Arnold is a member of the Oklahoma 
District Rural Life Commission and 
owner of seven quarter-sections of land. 
Lavern lives with his parents. 
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Jews Oppose Federal Census 
Question on Religious Belief 


The American Jewish Committee and 
the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai 
B’rith, major national Jewish organiza- 
tions devoted to the defense of human 
rights, opposed the inclusion of a ques- 
tion on religious belief or affiliation in 
the 1960 Federal Census. 

Such a step, they said, would violate 
the constitution, serve as a dangerous 
precedent, and lead to future “pressure 
by religious groups on the census 
bureau” for other questions of a re- 
ligious nature. The data accumulated 
would be “of doubtful value,” the two 
groups claimed. 

Their objections to a religious ques- 
tion were expressed in a memorandum 
submitted to Secretary of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks. 

Noting that the Census Bureau is 
now considering inclusion of the ques- 
tion “What is your religion?” the mem- 
orandum said this would be the first 
time in U. S. history that “individuals 
would be required to state their reli- 
gious affiliations or beliefs to census 
enumerators.” 


Sees Ecumenical Movement 
A Challenge to Church 


Serious days are ahead for the Epis- 
copal Church because of “the chal- 
lenge” of the ecumenical movement, 
Canon Albert J. duBois, executive di- 
rector of the American Church Union, 
told a gathering of 550 at an annual 
ACU Day of Witness in Los Angeles. 
The ACU is an organization of “high 
church” Episcopalians. 

The ecumenical movement offers 
“the temptation to compromise, threat- 
ening the giving up of the faith for 
the sake of hastening what can only 
be a temporary unity.” About 40 per 
cent of Episcopalians would go along 
with this view, he claimed. 

Canon DuBois particularly opposed 
any form of intercommunion between 
the Episcopal Church and the Church 
of South India. The latter is a merger 
(1947) of Anglican, Methodist, Pres- 
byterian, Reformed, and Congrega- 
tional bodies. 
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Mosaic glass window of the Lu- 
therzn Church of the Incarnation, 
Pompton Lakes, N. J. L. to r.: 
Edward J. Spoerer, chairman of 
the building committee, and the 
pastor, Rev. Ralph Lindemann. 


>» Governor Theodore R. McKeldin of Maryland spoke at the 
dedication of Calvary Lutheran Church’s new school and par- 
ish-activities building, Baltimore. 


KLM ROYAL DUTC 


y N Missionary and Mrs. James P. Dretke 
daughter Diana say good-by to Rev. Ronald 
lich as they leave New York for Africa. Mi 
Dretke, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold D. 
Manawa, Wis., is now stationed at Obot Id 
geria. The Dretkes and Miss Harriet Lieske 
traveled on the same plane to Africa. 


q In commemoration of the church’s war 
dead, Chaplain Kenneth L. Ahl of Synod’s 
Armed Services Commission places a wreath 
at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Arling- 
ton National Cemetery. During World War 
II and the Korean fighting, 3,849 Missouri 
Synod service men and women lost their lives. 
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saic-Glass Church Window 
licated in New Jersey 


-mosaic-glass chancel window was 
cated at the Lutheran Church of 
Incarnation at Pompton Lakes, 
., on September 15. 

irs. Joseph Hughes gave the win- 
as a memorial to her late husband. 
he window was produced in the 
ich city of Chartres, famous for 
eautiful cathedral and its centuries- 
technique of producing stained 
. The windows of Notre Dame 
edral were fashioned by Chartres 
smen 700 years ago. 

rtisans of Chartres have contrived 
sthod of assembling mosaic glass, 
h lends itself well to contemporary 
itectural design. Inch-thick pieces 
ass set in concrete instead of lead 
a mosaic yet translucent pattern. 
tiful refractions of light are de- 
| by irregular chipping of glass on 
side of the window. 

le French artist Pierre Millous de- 
d the window in co-operation with 
-aterson, N. J., studios of George 
ayne, who executed the window in 
tres. 

sunburst of brilliant golden rays 
‘ts the light of the Incarnate God 
iating from the cross. On the left, 
‘s of bread and a fish with a cross 
e background represent the feeding 
ie five thousand. On the right is 
symbol of Holy Communion, a 
ce and host, superimposed on 
ss, Over which is draped a stole, 
ol of the holy ministry. The 
k letters Alpha and Omega sym- 
e Christ the Beginning and the 
the eternal God. The symbols are 
into a background of the famous 
tres Cathedral blues interspersed 
other colors, lending a rich field 
e entire window. 

e Church of the Incarnation only 
nonths ago dedicated its new house 
orship to the glory of the Triune 


’, Public Library 
ibits Rare Bibles 


e New. York Public Library has 
isplay, throughout November, 25 
first editions of the printed Bible. 
ranged chronologically, the edi- 
include the Gutenberg Bible, the 
book printed with movable type 
J—55); John Eliot’s Indian ver- 
(1661-63), the first Bible printed 
itish America; the Saur Bible, the 
American edition of Luther’s Ger- 
Bible (1743); the Aitken Bible, 
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the first English Bible printed in the 
U.S. (1782); Martin Luther’s transla- 
tion of the New Testament (1522); 
and a handsome folio of the King 
James or Authorized Version (1611). 

Also shown are translations by Eras- 
mus, Tyndale, and Coverdale, and first 
editions in various European languages. 


Two Centenarians Credit 
God for Long Life 


When newspaper reporters asked two 
Lutheran centenarians the “secret” of 
their longevity, they gave all credit to 
God and His will. Their replies were 
widely quoted by the press, radio, and 
television. 


Mrs. E. Weber 


Mrs. S. Albers 


“By God’s will is everything done,” 
said Mrs. Sophia Albers, who observed 
her 102d birthday at the Lutheran 
Home for the Aged in Omaha on Sep- 
tember 10. The chaplain’s regular call 
on Mrs. Albers each Friday is not 
routine. He looks forward to visiting 
her. 

A native of Germany, Mrs. Albers 
came to the U. S. when she was 22. 
Still alert, she has been a resident of 
the Lutheran Home for 19 years. In 
her younger days she helped her hus- 
band farm for many years near 
Scribner, Nebr. 

Long lives are not common in the 
family of Mrs. Emma Meyer Weber, 
who attained the century mark on Oc- 
tober 9 in the city of her birth, Saint 
Louis. 

Praying in German, French, and 
English, she petitions God daily for 
one more day of life. “If you ask the 
Triune God in Jesus’ name for forgive- 
ness of sins and for guidance and help, 
He will not fail,’ was her advice to 
a WITNESS reporter. 

One of Mrs. Weber’s two children 
survives. She makes her home with 
her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and 
Mrs. George F. R. Wittich. Mr. Weber, 
a superintendent of a stove company, 
died in 1932. 

Mrs. Weber’s health is good, al- 
though a fall last year left her a little 
unsteady on her feet. Her eyesight 
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permits her to read the LUTHERAN 
WITNEssS and other Lutheran devo- 
tional literature, the newspaper, and to 
watch the Cardinals on television. 

Until her fall last year she cooked, 
baked, crocheted, and attended Bethany 
Lutheran Church and meetings of the 
Ladies’ Guild regularly. 

“A good traveling companion, she 
always accompanied us on motor trips 
until three years ago,” her son-in-law 
said. “In her nineties, she traveled with 
us to California, Florida, and Colorado, 
and she’s no back-seat driver.” 


Maryland Governor Salutes 
Parochial Schools 


“Patriotism, really high patriotism, 
is not comprised in defense of the na- 
tion against its armed enemies. That 
is the simple duty of all, a duty that we 
can neither evade nor avoid,’ Gov- 
ernor Theodore R. McKeldin of Mary- 
land stated in his address at the dedica- 
tion of the new school and parish build- 
ing of Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Baltimore. 

A higher patriotism, he said, makes 
America “worth defending, worth the 
sacrifice of brave men’s lives, worthy 
of the love and devotion of its people, 
worthy to be the leader of free men 
everywhere.” 

To achieve the greatness to which 
God calls the United States, its children 
must be made nobler and stronger and 
wiser than their fathers were, the gov- 
ernor declared. 

This was in the minds of the men 
and women whose efforts have resulted 
in erecting the parochial school. In 
pursuing these efforts they were per- 
forming their Christian duty, without 
doubt, Governor McKeldin stated, but 
they were also laboring for the state. 
They were contributing to the moral 
greatness to which we believe God has 
called this country —a greatness im- 
measurably higher than the power of 
its armies and its fleets, the multiplicity 
of its people, and the abundance of 
its wealth. 

At the reception following the dedi- 
cation, the governor gave $50 to the 
pastor, Rev. George H. Sommermeyer, 
for the creation of a scholarship fund 
to help needy students. 

“The governor’s interest in Christian 
day schools could do much to help 
boost the morale of those who sacrifice 
time and money to maintain these 
schools,” the pastor wrote the WITNEss. 
“J am thinking of teachers who work 
at low salaries and congregations who 
make great personal sacrifices for the 
Christian training of their children.” 
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Five sisters meet for annual reunion at Portland 


Sisters Hold 20th Reunion 
At Portland Concordia 


Stanch supporters of Concordia Col- 
lege, Portland, Oreg., are the members 
of Concordia Guild, an organization 
of consecrated women of the Northwest 
District, who have dedicated themselves 
to further the cause of the school. 

This year the guild celebrated its 
20th anniversary on September 25. At- 
tending were members of the guild 
from Lutheran congregations in Wash- 
ington, Oregon, and Idaho. 

Five sisters who have chosen Con- 
cordia Day and Concordia College their 
annual time and place of reunion for 
the past 20 years are united in their 
support of the college program. 

They are shown on the above pic- 
ture taken at the college on the oc- 
casion of their 20th reunion. Left 
to right: Mrs. Ernest Mueller of Cen- 
tralia, Wash.; Mrs. Lydia Schwanke, 
Cornelius, Oreg.; Mrs. J. H. Biegel and 
Mrs. Herman Mueller of Albany, Oreg., 
and Mrs. Emma Ivers, Corvallis, Oreg. 


Rev. Lucien Dhallenne (kneeling), former priest, ordained as pastor in Lutheran 
Free Church of France. Ordination took place at Holy Cross Church, Strasbourg. 
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French Priest Ordained to 
Lutheran Ministry 


The ordination of a former Roman 
Catholic priest, Rev. Lucien Dhallenne, 
was a highlight of the convention of the 
Lutheran Free Church of France at 
Strasbourg last summer. 

“While I was still a member of the 
Roman clergy, I studied the Letters of 
Paul, as well as the works of Luther 
and other Reformers, as far as I was 
able to get hold of these books,” writes 
Pastor Dhallenne. “It became ever 
clearer to me that Luther preached the 
Word and not his own ideas and 
thoughts, whereas the Roman clergy 
put their own ideas between the Word 
and their hearers.” 

Reading the Apology of the Augs- 
burg Confession brought Pastor Dhal- 
lenne to the conviction that Luther had 
presented the truths of God in clear 
terms. 

After resigning as priest of two par- 
ishes in the region of Cambrai and as 
teacher at a small Catholic institution, 
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the former priest asked to be en 
in the Lutheran House of Studi 
Paris to prepare for the ministry. 

As part of his training he vicar 
Rouen. Concluding his studies 
Prof. Guillaume Wolff, Pastor 
lenne passed his colloquy last su 
He now serves the Lutheran cong 
tion at Rouen. ) 

The picture shows Rev. Fre 
C. Kreiss, president of the Luth 
Free Church of France and Belg 
performing the rite of ordinafj 
kneeling before him, Pastor Dhalle 

Counterclockwise around t 
Prof. Martin J. Naumann, Spring 
Ill.; Rev. Mare Splingart, Paris-C 
enay; Dr. P. H. Petersen, preside 
the Lutheran Free Church of Germ 
Dr. H. A. Mayer, St. Louis; Profé 
Wolff, Paris-Chatenay Seminary; §f 
Johannes Kirsten, Oberursel Semir 
Rev. Jean Bricka, Mulhouse; Re 
J. Hobus, Brussels; Rev. A. F. Mic 
Schillersdorf, Alsace; and Rev. S. | 
K. Peyer, Holy Cross Church, S 
bourg, where the service was condud 
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Twenty-eight shares of Natiq 
Steel Corporation stock were giver 
Synod by William H. Graetz, ¥ 
registered the new certificate in 
name of The Lutheran Church — Ij 
souri Synod to save “red tape” in tr 
ferring the old stock certificate. J 
annual dividends, the donor stipulal 
were to be used for missions and | 
Church Extension Fund. In the y 
few weeks he added several shares 
his original donation and sugges 
that perhaps other members may V@ 
to increase National Steel Corporat) 
Stock fund with the same purpose 
equal division of dividends. For 
formation, write: Charles E. Groer! 
Synod’s Assistant Treasurer, 210 
Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Ray Wessler, 41, employed by A 
ican Bakeries for almost 19 years, 
long been active in church work. 
resigned from a well-paying job § 
sales supervisor to enroll this fal 
the Springfield seminary. During 9 
depression his parents could not afi 
to send him to college. For two @ 
a half years he served in World We 
The past six years he has taught a E 
class in Holy Cross Church, Collins 
Ill. He has also served as presiden 
his congregation, zone chairman of} 
LLL, and president of the district W 
ther League. His friends predict 
also as a pastor he will continue t 
a dynamic workman. 
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MAN IN FLIGHT Muses ON DUTNIK 


By WALTER F. WOLBRECHT 


w it’s Sputnik,” came to mind on an air flight from 
ington, D. C., to St. Louis. Spinning Sputnik, “fellow 
er,’ 184.3 pounds at birth. 


age changes again. Day before yesterday we added: 
phone, automobile, garage, radio, television, plane, 
gar, bomb, warhead, missile, stockpile, monitor, em- 
cement. 

rday: crash program, launching site, breakthrough. 

do you call the place where they land? 

id your working vocabulary the easy way: propulsion 
ust, orbiting, megaton, megamile. 


t is this thing? What does it really mean? 

e first is not most important.” 

small ball.” 

at scientific trick.” 

works, it’s obsolete.” 

k in the chain of gravity.” 

miles per second in an orbit varying from 300 to 560 
es above earth surface.” 

flying time will be’ two hours and 45 minutes. We will 
flying at an altitude of 18,000 feet above sea level. If 
in do anything to... .” 


ts next? 

> research is when you don’t know what you're doing.” 
one side of the moon has been seen. 

-mile limit was determined by cannon shot. 

in the sky is the limit? 

sion of positive property law to space law and as- 
jautical law? 

eling junkpile.” 

ave entered a day of technological imperialism. 


sions, decisions, decisions. 
Atomic Energy Commission. 
National Security Council. 

1 Nations Assembly. 

alized National Guard. 
ational Geophysical Year. 
Domini 1957. 


loud debate — words, words, words. 

or earth satellite. 

over Arkansas, Turkey, Syria. 

te for knowledge or satellite for power? 
—and Red, White, Blue. 


ill our security eggs in one basket? 

nb, H-bomb, jet, turboprop — full speed ahead. 

S$ racing?” 

ning and spying both alliterate with skies.” 

Itimate weapon: ICBM with an H-bomb warhead. 
ition ever again can live hidden from the eyes of its 
shbors — or enemies. 

1 superiority to supremacy is just a step.” 

s that again? 

iating. from a position of strength. 

t diplomacy. 


can go it alone? as 
e to surface, surface to air, air to surface, air to air. 


y rain of cosmic rays. 
ce to hide. 
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Atmosphere of disbelief. 

Massive indifference. 

Smug superiority. 

I’m a space coward myself. 

Fear. 

Panic. 

“Pass the tranquilizer bottle, Honey.” 


Around and around she goes, 
And where she stops, nobody knows. 
“Fasten your seatbelts, please.” 


S putnick’s one-watt beep-beep expires with its batteries. 


THE WorpD 


“Tn the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by Him, 

and without Him was not anything made that was made. 
In Him was life, 

and the life was the Light of men. 

And the Light shineth in darkness, 

and the darkness comprehended it not.” 


New moon and new doubts. Time and distance shrink. 
How about eternity? 

Mysterious means of space or loving means of grace? 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today and forever.” 


“God, 


who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, 
whom He hath appointed Heir of all things, 
by whom also He made the worlds; 
who, being the brightness of His glory 
and the express image of His person. 
and upholding all things by the word of His power, 
when He had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 


FROM THE LITANY OF ALL SAINTS 


From all sin; 
From all error; 
From all evil; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


Sc By the mystery of Thy holy incarnation; 

By Thy holy nativity; 

By Thy Baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

By Thine agony and bloody sweat; 

By Thy cross and Passion; 

By Thy precious death and burial; 

By Thy glorious resurrection and ascension; 

And by the coming of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter: 
Help us, good Lord. 


Cie Lie forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, 
and to turn their hearts; 
To give and preserve to our use the fruits of the earth; 
And graciously to hear our prayers: 
We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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Prisoner entering cellhouse at close of day for 
12-hour period of confinement. 


Incentives in the Work of the 


Institutional Chaplain 


6G 

Gres MY LIFE has been all 
messed up,” a prisoner, about 35 years 
old, told me in my office of prison 
chaplain at the Iowa State Penitentiary 
in Fort Madison. 

“My people don’t much care about 
me any more. The wife — she divorced 
me when I came in here this time. The 
kids don’t want to write, or their 
mother don’t want ’em to. I’ve gotta 
few friends who'll stick by me. But I’m 
scared that [Il go out there and make 
another mess of things. 

“Chaplain, what’s the matter with 

e? What can I do to change myself 
and make sure this thing won’t happen 
again?” 


The physician can write a prescrip-' 


tion for his patient’s ills. The lawgiver 
can consult the code book. But what 
can you prescribe for a grown person 
who has been advised, scolded, threat- 
ened, preached to by his wife, relatives, 
and friends, for years and who still 
doesn’t know how to live? 

I assume that the prisoner’s feelings 
of guilt are deep and that he needs to 
face up to his past sins. It is easy then 


‘to tell him of God’s forgiveness, but 


it seems-not so easy for him to accept it. 

Closely tied to guilt is his feeling of 
unworthiness and his constant premoni- 
tion that failure awaits him outside the 
prison walls. Some men seek compen- 
sation through an air of cocksureness, 
which, of course, complicates the prob- 
lem. 

A prison-chapel audience is mostly 
made up of men of this nature. The 
preaching stresses forgiveness through 
Christ and the power of God to remake 
a life, to convert failure into blessings, 
to guarantee the success of every whole- 
some effort in the future, and to give 
peace to the harassed soul. 
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Chaplain Peter (left) and man under sentence of death walking on athletic }} 


By LESTER C. P 


” 


“COME ON IN, young man,” was 
invitation to an inmate who had §f 
in the institution only a few weeks. | 
purpose of this meeting was to acqu 
the new man with the chaplain andj 
religious program, also to obtain sf 
personal history. | 

“Did you go to church when | 
were a boy, or do you belong 
church now?” I asked after a few 
eralities. 

“Oh, yes,.I went some when I 
a boy, mostly Sunday school.” 

“What church?” 

“Different ones. I’d usually go 
a bunch of other kids; whichever chu 
they'd want to go to. After I was} 
I never went much. I guess I thow 
there were other things to do. My ™ 
always wanted me to go to chul 
I’'d-go to please her — sometimes.” 

“Do you think you will attend oe 
while you are here?” 

“Expect to, if work don’t intert 
I believe in church all right. It ne 
hurt anybody. All my brothers and 
ters go to church now, and they s 
get along all right.” 

After receiving a sketch of the yo 
man’s family, the nature of his cm 
and his explanation for its occurre 
I asked, “How do you think God f 
about you?” 

“Don’t know.” 

“T think I can tell you.” 

“Okay.” - | 

“When God put us into the wo 
I began, “He had a plan all we 
out: we would do what He wanted! 
to do. He would make everything 
do come out good, and we humaf 
ings and God would. both be 
It did not work out that way, but 
is not one to give up. 

“When we ruined God’s 
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soners walking to dining room 


- another. His own Son, Jesus 
it, became a human being. He 
a perfect human life. He never 
» a mistake. If you believe that 
t is the Son of God who came to 
m you, to make: good for every 
ke and sin in your life, God will 
your mistakes from the record. 
s how God feels about you. 

ny time you are willing to go in 


Worshipers in the chapel at Christmas 


on this arrangement, just tell Him so. 
Have a good talk with Him in your 
cell. Then God will help you get some- 
thing out of this ‘time,’ and He'll keep 
you from coming back here.” 

In the 11 years of my prison min- 
istry, | have met with approximately 
4,000 men in my office. Some, of 
course, refuse to discuss their spiritual 
condition. Most of these men have 


shown an interest in the Gospel. The 
results in prison are about the same as 
those Christ predicted in His parable 
of the Sower. 


RECENTLY I took a man to the air- 
port. We had exchanged best wishes 
and expressed gratitude to each other 
for past favors. We waved as the plane 

(Continued on page 18) 


lain Peter (right) and prisoner from death row walking within prison compound 
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Witness Comments 
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The “Largest, Biggest, Most — —” 


The largest, the biggest, the most outstanding, 
the most prominent, the fastest-growing, the most 
aggressive, the first, the prize-winning — these 
words turn up more and more often where they 
should least appear: the official religious press 
and other publications within the church, Lu- 
theran not excepted. What is frowned on when 
an individual applies it to himself is apparently 
approved when an organization or church prac- 
tices it. 

The facts and claims of pre-eminence appear 
in print, not to state simple historical fact, but 
to impress all and sundry and to attract those 
who are narrowly interested in external, measur- 
able success and least of all in Christian truth 
and virtue. 

Arrogance is the name for this weakness, ar- 
rogance born of inferiority. 

Alarms are occasionally sounded, but since 
they usually call attention only to the neighbor’s 
excesses and ignore those in one’s own denomina- 
tional family, the warnings are twisted to amplify 
individual and collective egos. 

Modesty — and more modesty in large measure 
—will, under God, help transform arrogance 
into the Christian grace of walking and speaking 
and writing humbly before God and men. 


Its Wine! 


“Futile and fundamentally dishonest,” says 
Dr. Joseph M. Hopkins of efforts to establish 
Biblical authority for total abstinence from alco- 
holic beverages by appealing to “isolated proof 
texts” and the “example of Jesus.” 

Writing in the September 1957 Christian Her- 
ald, Dr. Hopkins scores advocates of abstinence 
who “lean over backward to start with a conclu- 
sion, assuming or hoping that the Bible goes 
along with their position.” 

The Herald article shows that oinos, the Greek 
word for wine, which occurs in John 2:1-11 (the 
wedding feast at Cana), Matt. 26:26-29 (the in- 
stitution of the Lord’s Supper), and 1 Tim. 5:23 

a little wine for thy stomach’s sake”) does 
not mean “fresh grape juice” or “unfermented 
wine,” as claimed by some interpreters. 

After consulting five Greek lexicons and more 
than two dozen Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
and commentaries, Dr. Hopkins found a unan- 
imous verdict: oinos means “wine” — the or- 
dinary wine of commerce and the customary 
beverage of the Jews. 

. “It is tragic that many unquestionably sincere 
(and needed!) temperance crusaders defeat their 
own high purpose by resting the case for abstin- 
ence upon unsound logic and exegesis,” the author 
concludes, rather than “upon the indisputable 
concern of the New Testament for other people.” 

Occasionally a newcomer to the Lutheran faith 

hesitates to “drink of that cup” because it contains 
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fermented wine, not grape juice or unferm 
wine, as he has been taught to believe. 

The Christian Herald, which is ‘“‘dedicated 
to the solving of the liquor problem” and 
believes that “total abstinence is the proper 
tion of the Christian to beverage alcohol,’ 
allowed the Scriptures to speak for themsé 
In the Bible oinos means “wine.” 


Organization — or Organism? 


Within every congregation are organiza 
whose purpose is to assist the parish in its e| 
program for Christ. These organizations see 
enlist the energy and talent of the men, wo 
and youth of the church ard enable them b 
to serve the Savior. 

It is good for the congregation to examine] 
life of the organizations in its midst to deterr 
whether the groups are really functioning. Or 
izations can be dead. They ought to be org 
isms —a group of living, active members. — 

It might be wholesome for your church’s be 
of education, together with the officers of 4 
organization, to examine the program of 
groups on the basis of a questionnaire: 

1. Name of organization 

2. Purpose of the group 

3. Number of active members 

4. Number on membership list 
5. What is the spiritual program? 
6 

4] 

8 


. What is the service program? 
. What is the social program? 
. What is being done to hold old membe 
9. What is being done to gain new membe 
10. What is good about your group? 
11. What is bad? 
12. Suggestions for improvements? 
13. Plans for the coming year? 


To justify its existence, a church organizati 
must have a definite program for spiritual groy 
through devotions, Bible and topic study. 
group ought to perform some definite service 
the congregation. Without a program of ft 
nature, members will lose interest. 

Sociability is also important. ‘God Him 
places great emphasis on the pelloweay of 
Christian Church. 

How about the groups in your congrega t 
Are they dead organizations — or are they 
ganisms, living, vibrant, and active for Christ? 
JOHN D. Fritz, North Dakota District Editiot 


i 
| 
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Sputnik 


The Russians’ launching of Sputnik sevé 
weeks ago has given rise to serious concern am 
people of the West. Some fear that the Russi 
have taken the lead in the missile race, that 
hurtling of Sputnik through space may thre; 
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the Western Hemisphere’s security, that in the 
eyes of the world Western prestige has suffered. 

Does the launching of man-made satellites 
clash with God’s order of the universe? 

If the Russians or anybody else think that the 
rocketing of Sputniks changes the universe which 
God brought into being, then “He that sitteth in 
the heavens shall laugh.” If men in their moon- 
making presume to be like God, who fashioned 
the entire solar and lunar system, “the Lord shall 
have them in derision.” 

If, on the other hand, Sputniks are regarded 
as useful tools that will enable scientists to probe 
farther into the secrets of outer space, there will 
be no challenge to divine omnipotence and sov- 
ereignty. If the findings of these satellites develop 
into constructive, peaceful advantage, their crea- 
tion will not interfere with God’s design but in- 
crease man’s enjoyment of the universe. 


s0se Leaves 


Practicing Private Piety? 


The “nuns” of a “Protestant convent” in Darm- 
stadt, Germany, practice a “special devotion to 
the Blessed Mother,” according to news dis- 
patches. “Mostly Lutheran,” the nuns have 
adopted many features of “Catholic monastic life.” 

Has God called His people out of darkness 
into light to send them into retirement from the 
world? Do Christians find special favor with the 
Lord in practicing private piety? 

Although self-discipline benefits a person’s phys- 
ical well-being — who does not need more self- 
discipline? — by acts of self-denial no man can 
work his own way into God’s heaven. The only 
godliness that Christians take out of this world 
is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Living faith expresses itself in works of love 
toward others! 


lis Mutilated Bible 
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There came a new minister to a certain church. 
He was full of these new “higher critical” theories 
and started teaching them. At the end of two 
years he was told that one of the leading men 
of his church was ill. He went to see him. The 
man was dying. The minister said, “Shall I read 
to you a little and pray with you?” “Yes,” replied 
the man, and beckoned to his wife to bring the 
minister a Bible. A Bible was brought and he 
opened it and saw a strange sight. Some books 
were taken out of it, some pages torn away, some 
chapters gone, and some verses cut out: it was 
a shamefully mangled Bible. The minister said, 
“Have you not a better Bible than this?” The 
dying man said, “When you came I had a whole 
Bible. But as soon as you told me that one book 
was fiction I tore it out; and that one chapter 
was not true, I removed it; and that some of its 
stories were just fables, I cut them out. If I had 
another year under you, | think I should have 
had the two covers, and nothing else!” — From 
Moody Monthly in the Sunday School Times 


‘hristian Athletes 


Engaging in sports competition often brings 
out the worst in man. Foul and obscene language 
is often heard on the athletic field. In the eager- 
ness to win, selfish advantage is sometimes taken 
of the opposition. At times attempts are made to 
maim an opposition player to insure victory. 
Many athletes who are supposedly Christian leave 
their Christianity at home when they practice for 
or enter the contest. The Christian athlete should 
behave himself as a Christian also in the midst 
of competition. We all subscribe to that in theory, 
but how is it in practice? 

There are those who frown on athletics for 
religious reasons. They hold that such competi- 
tion is incompatible with true Christianity. But 
the Bible does not say so. Athletics fall into the 
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category of “indifferent things,” which are neither 
right nor wrong in themselves, which the Christian 
may do or not do. As the Christian can learn 
something from nearly everything that goes on 
round about him, so there is a lesson for him also 
in athletic contests. 

Paul, who had been a frequent spectator, writes: 
“Know ye not that they which run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run that ye 
may obtain. . .. Now they do it to obtain a cor- 
ruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.” Are 
we putting the time and effort and devotion into 
our race to the heavenly goal which the athlete 
puts into his athletic endeavors? That, St. Paul 
tells us, is worth thinking about. — The North- 
western Lutheran 


Overgrown or Evergreen? 


Two farms stood side by side. Farm A was 
well kept, green, and beautiful. Farm B was ill 
kept, neglected, and covered with useless weeds 
und underbrush. We could call the first “Ever- 
green Acres” and the second “Overgrown Acres.” 
Evergreen Acres has an E for effort, energy, and 
efficiency. Overgrown Acres has an O for no 
effort, no energy, and no efficiency. 

Congregations can be likened to these two 
farms. Some are sadly lacking in effort, energy, 
and efficiency; others are “green and productive.” 


' Why? Jesus said: “I am the Vine, ye are the 


branches; he that abideth in Me and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
Me ye can do nothing.” 

In God’s husbandry all of us are expected 
to give evidence of the fruits of our faith. Every 
member of a Christian congregation can do much 
through an active, energetic faith in Jesus to help 
make his congregation an “Evergreen Acres for 
Christ.” Which farm best represents your con- 
gregation? YOU share a responsibility as Christ’s 
steward in its upkeep.— Ropert E. BReEGeE, 
Springfield, Ill. 
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Where 
Synod’s 
Valuables 
Are Kept 


Concordia 
Historical 


Institute 


Walther’s piano, housed in the mu- 
seum, has a special appeal to visitors. 


dhe Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod keeps its 
important records and historical materials in its de- 
pository —- Concordia Historical Institute, on the 
campus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
Sometimes called the “memory” of Synod, the 
Institute keeps alive the blessings of God. Following 
the Bible’s injunctions to “remember” and “record,” 
the Institute centers its work in archives. The build- 
ing houses an extensive research library and archival 
treasures pertaining to Lutheranism in America. This 
voluminous collection, serving as the basis for re- 


The “home” of Synod’s historical depository, Concordia Historical Institute 


Rev. August R. Suelflow (right), the director, 
counsels a seminarian in his research project. 


search, last year helped approximately 2,00 
in research projects. 

The four or five annual exhibits in they} 
museum emphasize synodical mission ani 
tional programs. | 

The Concordia Historical Institute Quarté 
with the organization, features stories of 
people and events in America. Dr. Carl 
(author of “Let’s Investigate’) edits the 
Membership in the Institute includes a sub 
to the 30-year-old publication. 


| 


tary gathers notes from micro- In the air-conditioned, humidity-controlled An assistant inventories 70,000 man 


a Canadian inquirer. stack room, seminarians who work part time scripts. The Institute’s coin and med 
file materials. Duplicates are sold or used collection contains some unusual piec 
for exchange with other libraries. dating to the time df Christ. 


h an annual subsidy from the Lutheran 
League the Institute has developed a large 
microfilm library. Films now totaling 
et record periodicals, manuscripts, diaries, 
ts. Tape recordings of important events 
esses and an extensive photographic col- 
hich includes slides in color, are being 
and filed. 

o the Institute whenever historical ques- 
lire your attention. When you come to 
visit the Institute. 


Walther’s carriage is 
exhibited each year 
in the Christmas 
display. 


PAUL OCKRASSA PHOTOS 


Dr. C. F. W. Walther’s desk and chair (left) Rare manuscripts and articles are exhibited for special ever 
re in the museum. Visitors examine 15th-century Spanish liturgical materials. 


Pursue 
The 
People 


H. H. WIECHMANN 
Chairman 
Rural Life Commission 


PHILIP GENDREAU, N, Y. 


America is on the move! Approximately one fourth of the 
people of the land change their addresses each year. 

The shifting population complicates the work of the church. 
Many members move to another locality without notifying their 
pastors. People leave the countryside for the city, or they transfer 
their residence from an urban to a rural community without trans- 
ferring their church membership. 

Synod’s Rural Life Commission gives attention to the changes 
taking place in rural parishes. For example, the exodus of com- 
municants from a township to a neighboring city cuts the mem- 
bership of a rural congregation. The loss may require an amalga- 
mation of parishes or the establishment of a multiple parish in 
which one pastor ministers to several churches. 

The members of a declining rural parish may become dis- 
couraged or show a defeatist attitude toward the Lord’s work in 
their area. Too often the rural congregation fails to maintain 
a vigorous program of soul-winning and -keeping. 

Percentagewise, the rural area is more unchurched than the 
urban. A systematic canvass of rural communities generally re- 
veals many unchurched families, to whom the church needs to 
bring the Gospel. In one region a congregation may start a preach- 
ing station within driving distance; in another, a Sunday school 
or Christian day school. 

The rural church needs a thoroughgoing parish program 
geared to every member of the congregation. In such a program 
many members are trained for leadership. When these well-trained 
members move to the city in search of employment, their indoc- 
trination and training will strengthen the city church. 

The Gospel of Christ remains unchanged, and people every- 
where — in cities, subdivisions, and hamlets — need the “power 


of God unto salvation.” But the method of bringing the Bible’s: 


message to the unchurched may change. The church must cope 
with changing conditions and pursue the people with the Gospel. 

To assist rural congregations, the Rural Life Commission — a 
subcommittee to the synodical Board for Missions in North and 
South America — has set up a helpful program. Institutes, echo- 
institutes, workshops, and seminars channel the program to the 
parish in the rural community. 

Congregational and synodical leaders should be alert to the 
opportunities abounding in rural areas throughout America. The 
Rural Life Commission stands ready to assist these leaders. 

The church’s endeavor, like that of the downtown parish, is 
not to move out, but to reach out. 
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District Conventionsi 
|| 
i | | 


North Wisconsin 
August 12—16, Merrill 


In an effort to facilitate the wo 
the Visitor, the convention inc 
the number of visitation circuits 
13 to 18, with a corresponding r 
tion in the number of parishes in 
circuit. 


i 
| 


| 


An accent on stewardship res 
in instituting a permanent Di 
Board for Stewardship and Missic 
Education, with new regulations fo 
newly created office of Stewardshipi 
Missions Counselor. | 

The delegates urged congregai | 
to evaluate their stewardship pro 
from time to time, to initiate an a | 
every-member visitation, and to} 
serve the first Sunday in Februa 
District Sunday. 

ELECTED: President, Rev. Lloyd H. Goetz; 
Presidents, Revs. Harold H. Brauer and 
Ww. Goetsch; Secretary, Rey. Paul G. M 
Treasurer, William Gennrich. 

SyYNopD’s REPRESENTATIVE: Vice-President 
man A. Harms. ql 


| 


Central Illinois 
August 25—29, Springfield 


The convention opened with a ser 
of thanksgiving for 50 years of bles 
God has given to the District. Presiff 
Alvin Mueller based his introduc! 
message on the convention the 
“Forget Not His Benefits,” which 
also developed by the conven 
essayists, Dr. Walter A. Baepler § 
Rev. Elmer M. Goltermann. 

Resolutions called for effective | 
gregational mission committees, 
use of the Sunday School Stanaj 
in evaluating Sunday schools, teag 
recruitment, and an intensified stewa 
ship program in all parishes. | 


ELECTED: President, Rev. Alvin Mueller; 
Presidents, Revs. Herman Wetzel and He 
Etzold; Honorary Vice-President, Rev. Gil 
Lueck; Secretary, Rev. Herbert Zimmerm 
Financial Secretary, James Van Doorn; 
urer, Clarence Heithold. 


SyNop’s REPRESENTATIVE: President John 
Behnken, j 


Colorado 
August 26—29, Estes Park 


Synodical properties alone repre 
a value of more than $45 million, 
President A. H. Grumm told cony 
tion delegates. In 1956 Synod’s Tre 
urer handled more than $30 milli 

Christian day schools of the Distt 
reported a total enrollment of 2,5 
an increase of 128% in a nine 
period. Colorado Lutheran High Seh¢ 
in Denver, which opened in Septem 
1955, enrolls 145 pupils. 


ELECTED: President, Rey. Herbert H. Hell 
Vice-Presidents, Revs. Walter A. Engey an 
Hiller; Secretary, Rev. Harold D. Hage 
Treasurer, H. Thaemert. ; 
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ch for All Castes 


cated at Trivandrum 


largest group ever assembled for 
stian occasion in the Trivandrum 
1 of India attended the dedication 
tral Lutheran Church, August 18, 
vandrum in the state of Kerala. 

new sanctuary seats 250 wor- 
; on benches and 500 on the 

Almost 1,000 natives were 
1 inside the church for the dedi- 
_ while another 200 heard the 
» over the public-address system. 
is is the only congregation in 
Trivandrum District where Lu- 
s of all castes will worship to- 


Yrivandrum Central Church 


” Missionary Wilbur T. May 
“a living demonstration that 
ans can forget their Hindu caste 
ities and worship together. 
ll-constructed church buildings 
ther rare in this part of India,” 
nary May reports. “It is the 
uly church-type Lutheran build- 
Kerala.” 
sionary Gerhard R. Stelter, the 
ct and construction supervisor, 
ted the dedicatory service and 
2d the keys from Sri Vasu Par- 
contractor. 
ve granite quarried from the 
1 compound was used for the 
ition of the modified Romanesque 
. The brick walls are plastered 
inside and cemented on the out- 
All the wood in the church is 
teak. 
of the $10,000 loan from Synod 
> borne by the Trivandrum Dis- 
ynod. Two congregations in the 
ave already repaid about $500 
loan. 
_.M.. Phillip, professor at the 
oil Seminary, preached the 
sermon. Rev. U. Daniel, a sen- 
stor in the district, preached in 
alam. Rev. D. Vedamanickam, 
t president, and Rev. E. Manasse, 
esident, officiated. 


= B1957 


LWEF Assembly in Retrospect 


Undoubtedly you read Dr. L. W. Spitz’s article on the Third 
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation (WITNESS, Septem- 
ber 24). You probably also read accounts of the meeting which 
appeared in newspapers and magazines. Readers may now ap- 
preciate an evaluation of the Assembly, which made headline news. 


Enough time has elapsed to take a retrospective view of the 
Assembly. A person can do so without having his thinking in- 
fluenced or swayed by the colorful procession of delegates from 
practically every part of the world, the impressive peal of the 
organ, the majestic singing of the chorales and hymns, or the 
many other exceptionally solemn and imposing features. Doubt- 
less there was much to touch and move and stir a person. 


With others, I had the opportunity to visit both the 1952 As- 
sembly in Hannover and this year’s Assembly in Minneapolis. 
A comparison is interesting. It reveals noticeable improvements in 
the general arrangements or mechanics. 


At Minneapolis the convention brochure presented the gen- 
eral topic “Christ Frees and Unites” in five chapters. An essay 
on each chapter was delivered daily at the morning plenary ses- 
sion, forming the topic of the day. For the afternoon meetings 
the Assembly was divided into 20 groups, which discussed each 
topic. All groups were concerned chiefly with its theology. Since 
no essays were delivered in the afternoon (at Hannover two long 
essays were delivered), there was ample time for thorough dis- 
cussion. This was a definite improvement. All groups could begin 
immediately with the discussions. 


Another improvement in Minneapolis was the fact that both 
the delegates and the official visitors were assigned to the group 
they were to attend. This meant that the groups were smaller, 
enabling each member to participate in the discussion. This par- 
ticipation was not possible at Hannover, both because of the 
essays delivered in the afternoon and because of the large num- 
bers attending some of the sections. In the section on theology, 
for example, there were as many as 200 to 250. 


At the third Assembly a chairman and a recorder were assigned 
to each group. These men prepared and presented a summary 
of the group’s discussion to a special committee, of which they 
were to be a part. A similar procedure was followed at the “Bad 
Boll Conferences” held in Europe during the past ten years, with 
this exception that there the summaries of the discussion were 
reported to the plenary sessions. At Minneapolis the special com- 
mittee mentioned, under the chairmanship of Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, pooled the summaries and developed theses for presentation 
to the plenary session of the Assembly. During the next five years 
the theses formulated at Minneapolis are to be studied carefully 
by the churches and by the Commission on Theology. 


We are grateful that our 15 official visitors were assigned to 
14 of the 20 groups. This arrangement afforded us opportunity 
to obtain a good over-all view. Our men met every noon and re- 
ported their reactions. At the close of the Assembly the men sent 
me a written report. Of this, more later. 
JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


President of Synod 
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THE 


Psalter 


A Bridle for the Tongue 


Psalm 39:1: J said, I will take heed to 
my ways, that I sin not with my tongue; 
I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while 
the wicked is before me.” 


We cannot look into a man’s heart; 
we cannot perceive his inner thoughts. 
And yet there is a way in which we 
can judge the condition of his heart 
and appraise the quality of his thoughts. 
We need only hear him speak. 


Scripture is replete with warnings 
against sins of the tongue — the kind 
of sins against which David warns in 
our text. The psalmist’s concern must 
be our own — everywhere and always 
— ‘I will keep my mouth with a 
bridle.” 


The Epistle of James borrows the 
psalmist’s analogy when it compares 
the taming of the tongue to the bridle 
in the horse’s mouth. It is far easier, 
the apostle avers, to control the animal 
than to hold the human tongue in rein. 


To hear profane and indecent speech 
from an unbeliever, while utterly offen- 
sive, is not altogether surprising. We 
can hardly expect anything different 
from one who is not motivated by the 
spirit of Christ. 


It is unthinkable, however, that a 
Christian should yield his tongue to 
sinful words and corrode his lips with 
profanity. St. James minces no words 
in condemning the sinful tongue: “Out 
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be.” 


The psalmist adds another reason for 
keeping the tongue under control: 
“IT will keep my mouth with a bridle,” 
he says, “while the wicked is before 

e.” To yield our tongue to evil speech 
is to erase the distinction between the 
Christian and the worldling and to give 
the wicked an occasion to scorn. 


We have better words to utter. Our 
speech is to be “always with grace, 
seasoned with salt.” With the poet we 
pray: 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee. 


THOMAS COATES 
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The Family Altar 


Lutheran homes have Bibles, prayer 


books, devotional booklets, and occa- 
sionally a hymnal. What is more, Lu- 
therans use them. Such use is known 
as “the family altar,” “daily devotions,” 
or “family worship.” 


Worship in the home is an ancient 
custom. Hebrew homes had _ altars, 
often on the flat roof top, where the 
members of the family went to pray. 


The early Christians met in homes 
to read the Scriptures and to pray. Cen- 
turies later, religious exercises in the 
home stopped because people went to 
church daily. 


The Reformation produced deeply 
religious homes. Though grace was 
said, and there was much Bible reading, 
and though the parents taught the chil- 
dren the Catechism and the hymns, 
daily family devotions were not a gen- 
eral custom because the people went 
to church on many weekdays. 


But as the weekday services were 
discontinued, Lutheran homes _intro- 
duced family devotions. The custom 
has maintained itself to this day, par- 
ticularly in homes with school-age chil- 
dren. Lutheran parents feel obligated 
to be the first to tell their children ne 
Gospel. 


Why is it necessary to have religion 
in the home? The Bible has a special 
word for it — “edification.” To edify 
means to build. The church, says the 
apostle (1 Peter 2:5), is a spiritual 
house built of “lively” (growing) 
stones. To be edified is to grow in the 
knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Knowledge comes first. Without it 
there can be no soil for growth in 
grace. We need to know what God 
has actually done for man, and we can 
never know it too well. But growth in 
knowledge is not enough; it should be 
accompanied also by growth in grace. 


We get this edification in church. 
But we need to get it also in the home. 
The home was in existence before the 
church. The minimum in edification is 
the table prayer. Saying grace is the 
start of family devotions. The most 
familiar Lutheran table prayer reads: 
“Come, Lord Jesus, be our Guest and 
let Thy gifts to us be blest. Amen.” 


Whether home devotions are held in- 
dividually or in the family circle (the 
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latter is to be preferred), the 4 
of the Scripture and prayer 
dispensable components of eve 
tional exercise. 


| 
Twice the apostle Paul charged 
his Letters be read by “all th 

brethren” (1 Thess. 5:27; Col. 
Origen wrote at the close of the 

century: “We desire that you ta 
nest care not only to hear God’ 

in church, but to learn it also | 

home.” 

} 

} 

| 

| 


Scriptures at that time were 
sive because they had to be 
in longhand. But those who had § 
readily lent them to other people§ 
well-to-do Christian offered the 
tures free to anyone who si 
wished to have them. 


Bible reading was revived by t 
ormation because it asserted th 
Scriptures are the only revelatif} 
God, that they are a complete | 
tion, and that they are clear. The | 
be little growth in Christian kno 
and grace without Bible reading. | 

| 
| 
| 
| 


Indispensable to growth is 
prayer. “To pray,” says Luther, 
Christian’s occupation.” “Pra 
work” are not to be separatg 
simultaneous actions. 
in Jesus’ name, for only because off 
may we address God as Father. I 
should be petition and thanks; the} 
we thank God, the better we shall | 
how to ask Him. 


Ordinarily collective prayers sj 
be read, but private prayer shou} 
free, from the heart. That dod 
mean that we may not use prayer 
but we should use them properly. 
of a book you will never pray an | 
decent,” Luther said. Why did Hy 
that? Because private prayer is J 
a dialog between the soul and § 
and not a monolog. In prayer, th@ 
talks and listens to God until 
prayed itself into submission tq 
will. Choose printed prayers with 
your heart can identify itself. 


Many Christians are readily e 
into lively stones; others must 
away a long time before they be 
gracious Christians. The imp: 
thing is that we use God’s Word 
gently in the home and that we 
to edify ourselves and those wh 


long to us. GERHARDT MAHI 


THE LUTHERAN V 


he Lord’s Prayer — why two versions? 


@ Mixed marriages — hazardous? 


@ Other religions — our attitude? 


ji tte ANNSWERYP 


ion; Why do we have the 
; Prayer in two different ver- 

In the Fifth Petition, for ex- 
, we find “debts” in Matt. 6:12 
sins” in Luke 11:4. And why 
conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer 
g in Luke’s version? 


wer: Since both of these Bible 
2s refer to different occasions, it 
e possible that our Lord used 
ferent terms in the Fifth Petition. 
Greek language, like English, 
ntly has a variety of words to 
; the same concept, as the words 
sins, trespasses, transgressions, 
iquities. This flexibility confronts 
nslator throughout the Bible and 
ts for the differing, yet correct, 
tions we have. 
ording to the Greek text used at 
Louis seminary, a literal trans- 
of this petition in Matt. 6:12 
read: “And forgive us our debts 
also have forgiven our debtors”; 
e 11:4: “And forgive us our sins, 
) we forgive everyone owing us.” 
iously the word debts does not 
) monetary obligations which we 
» our fellow men, but to the sins 
ve committed against God and 
ighbor. The different wordings 
not disturb us so long as they 
the true meaning of the original. 
cerning the conclusion of the 
Prayer, the best manuscripts do 
ntain this doxology. The Savior 
ave given His prayer with and 
t the familiar ending. 


on: Aren’t you rather narrow- 
d when you state that Lu- 
s should marry only Lutherans? 
> that goes against God’s will, 
God will look with mercy on 
10 believe in Him and have 
1 the Lord Jesus as their Savior 
in. 


wer: In the article to which you 
ve did not discuss the question 
members of non-Lutheran 
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churches can be saved, but the spiritual 
danger confronting those who marry 
a person of another faith. We certainly 
agree that “God is no respecter of per- 
sons, but in every nation he that feareth 
Him and worketh righteousness is ac- 
cepted with Him.” (Acts 10:34, 35) 

Furthermore, when we _ counsel 
against mixed marriages, our objections 
are not raised against the persons in- 
volved, but against the unscriptural 
principles and teachings these people 
espouse and practice. Therefore re- 
marks about narrow-mindedness and 
prejudice are not in order. 

You say that you changed from the 
Reformed to the Lutheran Church. By 
doing that you removed the difficulty, 
if indeed you did not simply make this 
change for the joy of worshiping to- 
gether (as you wrote), but from the 
conviction that the Lutheran teachings 
are the teachings of the Bible. If you 
and your spouse have the same faith, 
you will also have the same outlook on 
many of life’s problems. The more of 
this, the better. 

Two people who have conflicting 
beliefs are bound to clash again and 
again. Our religious beliefs are deep- 
seated and fundamental, determining 
our outlook and manner of living in 
many ways. The more highly we treas- 
ure our religion, the more effectively it 
will govern us in our daily living. By 
the same token, marital difficulties will 
increase if husband and wife living in 
a mixed marriage hold their respective 
religions dear. Religion is a tremen- 
dously unifying power when husband 
and wife share the same belief, but very 
divisive when they differ. 

We agree, there is no room for prej- 
udice in race or religion among God’s 
people, but there is much need for wit- 
nessing to God’s truth and against false 
teaching. Likewise there is need for 
recognizing and calling attention to the 
hazards which threaten us also in our 
family life. Mixed marriage is a hazard 
that needs to be emphasized again and 
again. 
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Question: Is it right for us to re- 


spect other religions? And is it 
right for my husband and me to let 
our children learn the high points 
of each other’s religions and to make 
their own choice later? 


Answer: We can and should respect 
the religious convictions of others and 
their right to follow them, for on the 
Day of Judgment each person will have 
to answer for himself. But this does 
not mean that we should respect and 
honor false teachings, even though the 
people who accept them consider them 
good and also practice them. 

Christ emphatically warns against 
false prophets as ravening wolves 
(Matt. 7:15). St. Paul exhorts the 
Colossians to beware lest any man rob 
them through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit (Col. 2:8). The false doctrine of 
Hymenaeus and Philetus he compares 
to deadly gangrene or cancer by which 
faith is overthrown. (2 Tim. 2:18) 

False doctrine does not come from 
God, but from the father of lies. Un- 
less God graciously intervenes and 
overrules the power of Satan with the 
saving power of His Word, the devil 
leads men to eternal destruction through 
his false teachings. Beware of all 
false doctrine and avoid it. (Matt 
16: Gm2a23;) 

And your children? Would you per- 
mit them to eat spoiled food or to 
drink polluted milk or _ contami- 
nated water? If you are concerned, and 
rightly so, about the bodily welfare of 
your sons and daughters, should you 
not be much more concerned about 
their spiritual welfare? Do you really 
believe that your plan to let your chil- 
dren learn the “high points” of two 
religions and to “make their own choice 
later” would meet with the approval of 
the Lord? 

It is your obligation to impart to 
your own flesh and blood — for which 
you must render account —as much 
Bible truth as you possibly can. 


O. E. SOHN 
La 


Parents and the Teenager 


“Wist ye not that I must be about 
My Father’s business?” LUKE 2:49 


Up to the age of ten, a child is al- 
most completely dependent on his par- 
ents. After twenty he is virtually on 
his own. 


Sometime during the teens, the in- 
dividual must pass from dependence to 
independence, must learn to make his 
own decisions and to assume respon- 
sibility for his actions. 


Parents can be of real help to their 
teen-age children by helping them to 
make more of their own decisions and 
to live their own lives in Christ. Don’t 
expect your child to be you. God 
blessed him with a soul of his own. 
The child must learn, under God, to 
develop his own personality. 


When Jesus at the age of twelve 
asked: “Wist ye not that I must be 
about My Father’s business?” He in- 
dicated that He had a responsibility of 
His own which He had to meet; that 
Mary and Joseph could not make all 
the decisions for Him. 


Teenagers need to learn to live for 
Christ, not only for their parents. 
Youngsters should be permitted to ask: 
“What does Jesus want me to do with 
my time, my talents, and my treasures?” 
and to work out an answer that will 
be acceptable to the Savior. 


Parents make a mistake by deciding 
when their teenagers should partake of 
the Lord’s Supper or by paying their 
“church dues” for them. 


This does not mean that parents 
have no responsibility toward the teen- 
ager. The Child Jesus returned home 
and was obedient to His _ parents, 
uken 2 25 le 


Parents should give their children 
evangelical guidance. Good decisions 
ought to be commended, failures 
pointed out in all kindness, dangers 
warned against, so that by the time 
your child has passed from ten to 
twenty he has learned the good and 
the right way through his own expe- 
riences and is able to live his own life. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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PRISON 


(Continued from page 9) 


left the field. He was going out of my 
sight, but never out of my mind. 

“I want to take some kind of instruc- 
tion and join your church. I don’t 
know much about God and religion,” 
he had declared some years ago. We 
spent many hours together, talking 
about religious matters and how they 
telated to his life. Often he assured 
me of the comfort and confidence he 
was gaining. 

In his youth he had roamed the 
country, fallen in with a bad crowd, 
acquired a criminal record in a brief 
space of time, and was given a life 
sentence in lowa State Penitentiary. 

He had been there 35 years when 
I first learned to know him. Because 
he had come from a prominent family 
and did not wish to bring shame to 
them, he assumed an alias and broke 
off all contact with his people. His con- 
fidence was restored — after he spent 
40 years in prison. Now he is at peace 
with God and feels useful to his fellow 
men. With his sentence commuted by 
the Governor of Iowa, he is now a 
member of one of Synod’s congrega- 
tions and participates in all its major 
programs. 


A MISSION PASTOR wrote me about 
a man “transferred” to his care. “Can 
you tell me something about him?” the 
brother wrote. 

“He is the last person to leave the 
sanctuary after every service. When 
I ask him if he wants to see me, he 
says, ‘No, but this church means so 
much to me that I hate to leave.’ ” 

He had been in prison a decade be- 
fore he attended chapel. In prison he 
was instructed and confirmed. At the 
age of 60 he left the prison, which had 
been his home for 15 years. 

Now he is a happy, grateful man, 
feeling that all is right between God 
and man — and the rest of the world. 


“CHAPLAIN, get ready to faint! Look 
what’s coming in the door!” exclaimed 
a tenor in the choir. ; 

Four men, long known for their dis- 
regard of anything religious, took seats 
toward the front of the chapel. It was 
no surprise to me, however. Working 
with the Alcoholics Anonymous group 
within the prison, I had seen a trans- 
formation take place in these men. 
A. A. encouraged this quartet to drop 
their false fronts and to investigate re- 
ligious teachings. 

In institutional work I have seen good 
results of A.A. The program helps 
men to change their thinking pattern 
and functions appropriately in prison 
rehabilitation plans. 
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The A. A. steps, which require | 
to take an honest moral invent} 
his life and to turn to God for guf 
and help, have been instrumet 
leading many prisoners to the 
Men who find a way of life t 
A. A. and who are directed to 
tiantty often marvel when the} 
cover that Christianity has been 
of A. A. for 1,900 years, and the 
not known about it. 


A PROMINENT MAN whose crin 
aroused wide public interest at 
chapel faithfully after his imprisor 
Educated, well-mannered, and res: 
by the inmates, he was an arden 
sionary, who induced many othe# 
oners to attend services. “Woulk 
mind telling me why you attend 
so faithfully here?” I asked hit 
day he left on parole. 

“Not at all. Although I we 
church occasionally on the o 
I never really understood the foi 
ness of sins until I learned it right 
behind prison walls.” 

Failing health brought abou 
early death. He probably never 
what an incentive he gave me for 
fulness to my commission. 


AMONG DISCOURAGING phases © 
prison chaplaincy are short-lived | 
intentions, degenerate and false pe 
unchristian words and actions, ung 
paths. All these defections, ho 
are far outweighed by those sf 
sometimes from unexpected quai 
who heed the Gospel message prea 
in the institutional ministry. 

In prison, evil is easily measi 
and good passes largely unnoticed. 
who repeat their crimes become 
of the record, whereas men who 
ceed are never heard from again. 
who have been converted and refo 
join the Christian population. 
who continue to form the stream 
humanity flowing daily into prison 
gently need the Christian ministry. 

“Remember them that are in 
as bound with them.” (Heb. 13:3) 


Day by Day 


Dear Lord, I thank Thee every 
I’m able to arise ‘ 
That I can walk and work and pr 
And view with my own eyes — 
The glories of Thy majesty — 
The sun and moon and sky 

And countless stars that I can § 
As night and day go by. : 
Oh, teach me Thee alone to | 
To honor, serve, adore, } 
And when I reach the heavens 
To praise Thee evermore. 


LouIseE HANSSLER § 
Normal, Il. 
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"heat Ridge Christmas Seals 


JPPORT MINISTRY OF MERCY 


ndation funds find their way to Haven of Hope Sana- 
mm near Hong Kong, where TB is rampant. 


right Wheat Ridge Christmas Seals 
he Christmas mail you send and re- 
e have become symbols of Christian 
, charity, understanding, hope, and 
iration. The seals have provided 
for infirm bodies, burdened minds, 
bled souls. Distribution of the 
ips is an activity of the Walther 
gue, Synod’s youth organization. 
ifts for Wheat Ridge Christmas 
; finance a program of tuberculosis 
rol carried on in the name of the 
‘at Ridge Foundation, which began 
the establishment of the Lutheran 
itorium at Wheat Ridge, Colo. 

or more than half a century, Wheat 
ze has admitted and cared for Lu- 
ans without charge. Here devout 
le have sought assistance for their 
e fight against tuberculosis and, 
e recently, against other chest dis- 
s. After recovering at Wheat Ridge, 
fellow Christians have returned to 
ing families and to useful lives. 

fithin the last decade the Wheat 


Ridge Foundation has extended its 
services to far corners of the world. 
Social-work scholarships train Lutheran 
young people in the techniques which 
help solve social problems caused by 
illness, family situations, and other mis- 
fortunes. 

Wheat Ridge-trained social workers 
also co-operate with pastors and Lu- 
theran welfare agencies in providing 
social services where they are needed. 

Since 1955 the medical-mission pro- 
gram of our church has received $185,- 
061 from the Foundation. These funds 
supply diagnostic facilities, treatment 
centers, equipment, drugs, medicine, 
and patient care in Japan, India, Hong 
Kong, and Nigeria. 


Wheat Ridge funds benefit Lutheran Hospital at Eket, only Ameri 
can-sponsored hospital in disease-ridden Nigeria. 


An increasing number of poverty- 
stricken tuberculosis patients under the 
care of Synod’s missionaries in foreign 
countries are deriving benefits from 
Wheat Ridge. 

Today your gifts for Wheat Ridge 
Christmas Seals offer more aid to your 
fellow men than ever before. 

The far-flung ministry of mercy car- 
ried on by the Wheat Ridge Founda- 
tion of the Walther League is colorfully 
portrayed in a new 12-minute filmstrip 
with recorded sound: “The Wheat 
Ridge Christmas Seal.” 

The filmstrip is available free, on a 
booking basis, from the Walther 
League, 875 N. Dearborn St., Chicago 
10, Ill. WEL 8 


Lutheran Mission Hospital at Ambur, India, has received sizabl 


se Japanese tots would have little hope for health were 
grants to battle TB. Hospital bus travels to villages. 


pt for Wheat Ridge Christmas seals. 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Early Marriage 


Many young people in their teens 
want to marry. Some of them are still 
in high school. Their parents are ask- 
ing: “Shall we forbid marriage?” “Shall 
we tolerate it?” “Shall we encourage it?” 

Started during the war, the modern 
trend toward early marriage has not 
let up. College campuses everywhere 
have a large number of married stu- 
dents. One young wife put it: “I am 
working on my P. H. T. (Putting Hubby 
Through), helping to finance my hus- 
band’s studies.” 


Prosperity has much to do with early 
marriages. Well-paying jobs accelerate 
the pace of courtship. Moral laxity 
may be a contributing cause. Perhaps 
the chief reason— “Others are do- 
ing it.” 

Marriage counselors find that early 
marriages, contrary to popular belief, 
are not always happy and that more 
divorces occur among very young 
couples. Teachers of marriage courses 
are raising “Go slow” signals. 

Early marriages can succeed. Each 
case is different. No common rule ap- 
plies. Discuss your case frankly be- 
tween yourselves, and each with his 
parents. Your pastor will advise you. 
A family course in high school or col- 
lege may answer the question, “Am I 
ready for marriage?” 


Tests of Readiness 


Is it love or infatuation? An old say- 
ing, “Choose a wife for her wearing 
qualities,” holds good today for boys 
and girls. You really do not fall in 
love; you grow in love. 

How well do you know each other? 
How much do you have in common? 
Are you becoming the kind of person 
who makes a successful marriage? 

Lester Kirkendall in Too Young to. 
Marry? says: “When love has grown 
slowly and developed around qualities 
of personality and character, the 
chances of success are _ increased. 
When the couple finds their satisfaction 
in conversation and the day-to-day 
things they do together, they are likely 
to be experiencing enduring love.” 

Are you mature enough to marry? 
Marriage is not for adolescents. They 
are still in a period of stress and in- 
decision. Many do not yet have the 
good judgment and sense of respon- 
sibility which founding a new house- 
hold requires. 


There is, however, a world of diff- 


20 


erence in young people. Some are 
“settled down” and mature at 20, others 
are still confused at 25. Are you old 
enough to marry? 


Are you ready for children? Parent- 
hood is one purpose of marriage. 
Through marriage a man and a woman 
reach their highest fulfillment. Chil- 
dren need mature parents, who are not 
merely in love with themselves, with 
cars and good times. 


The early marriage must be ready 
for the birth, care, and training of 
children. Parents are the child’s only 
teachers during preschool years, when 
his personality is being formed and 
when the basic training begins. 


Do you have parental approval? 
Your marriage is not entirely a private 
affair. It concerns the whole com- 
munity and especially your parents, 
who maintain a deeper interest in your 
welfare than any other persons on earth. 


Your father and mother have ex- 
perienced life. They have dealt with 
trouble you will face. Their affection 
and assistance will be needed in es- 
tablishing your own household, busi- 
ness, or farm. You will value the 
emotional support they can give. 


Are you financially able? Many 
young married couples still in school 
are subsidized by parents or a part-time 
job. Are you ready for some _ hard- 
ships? Will you both work? 

Have you planned a budget? By what 
principles will you manage your 
financial affairs? You will be “Mr. and 
Mrs. and Company.” After marriage 
you'll be in business! 


Are you ready to marry “in the 
Lord”? This phrase is used repeatedly 
in the New Testament. (1 Cor. 7:39; 
Cols 13s phy owl) 

Christians are to marry and to nur- 
ture children in the fear of God and in 
the spirit of Christ. They are heirs of 
the grace of life. (1 Peter 3:7) 

A Christian man wants a wife who 
shares his faith, hope, and love. He 
wants to be “united” by common faith 
and goals. Hasty, early marriages fre- 
quently overlook this primary require- 
ment — “in the Lord.” 

Oscar E. FEUCHT 


Note: “The, Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Com- 
mittee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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The launching of a Russi 
satellite supports the Soviet’s cl 
it has a workable intercontine 
listic missile. Future sputniks, 
experts say, may be able to s 
photograph almost every point ¢ 


bombardment directly from t 
satellite. 


Shall we permit these develd 
to seize our hearts with panic? 
believe in God, who is mighti 
any missile. He has demonstra 
divine power again and again, 
corded in sacred history. 

When a tempestuous wind, 
Euroclydon, caused others on a | 
tossed ship to abandon all hope qf 
saved, Paul arose and said: “Sirs§ 
good cheer, for I believe God 
shall be even as it was told me.’ 


“Fear not, Paul,” the angel 
Lord had told him, “thou 
brought before Caesar, and, lof 
hath given thee all them that sa 
thee.” (Acts 27:24, 25) 


Paul believed the word of the; 
The apostle’s faith stabilized hig} 
braced the courage of his shipm | 
the face of danger and death. | 


And what has God told us? § 
penitent sinners He repeats the J 
ance of His Son: “Be of good 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” f 


| 
| 


To forgiven sinners God sped 
words underlined by the cross:” Hi 
spared not His own Son, but deli 
Him up for us all, how shall 
with Him also freely give us all th 


When Satan seeks to undermin} 
faith, the Lord comes to our aid. 
grace is sufficient for thee,’ He 
“My strength is made perfect in 1 
ness.” 

Because in God’s plan the “ 
passeth away,” He warns: “Love 
the world, neither the things that a 
the world.” ' 


If we love the world and live 
to enjoy its provisions for our nal 
hungers, we have far less to fear | 
Russia than we do from God. He 
reserved the heavens and the 
“unto fire against the day of jud 
and perdition of ungodly men.” 


We have been redeemed, 


‘of grace reminds us, for nobler. 


not merely for the satisfaction ¢ 
appetites. “Ye are bought with a 
says Paul, “therefore glorify 
your body and in your spirit, wh 
God’s.” 


7 
e glorify God, we will not fear, 
missiles may strike at any time, 
the earth faces sure destruction 
Creator. Trusting in the Savior 
aying in His name, we will look 
d to a new heaven and a new 
in which righteousness shall 
: 
ause we believe in God and in 
Christ, whom God has sent, the 
ings of the destruction of the uni- 
will move us to look up and with 
raise our heads, for our redemp- 
ill be drawing near. 


Louis, Mo. RUDOLPH PRANGE 


s No Luxury. A Guide for Christian 
amily Living, by Marjory Louise 


racher. Muhlenberg Press, 1951. 


10 pp. $1.50. 


of the four top books the Family 
Sommittee recommends to pastors, 
rs, and lay workers. Written by 
leran pastor’s wife who is at home 
iology. Interestingly presents some 
fundamentals every husband and 
ind all young persons preparing for 
ge, ought to know. The chapter 
What is Happening to the Family? 
for Each Other. Little Things that 
or Break. Spending the Family 
>. The Family and the Community. 
m and the Family. Understanding 
ge. The Art of Living. Outstand- 
tement on the Christian interpreta- 
f sex. Discussion questions for use 
iples’ groups and young people’s 
2S 


Your Life with Confidence. Coun- 
ls for Youth by William E. Hulme. 
‘entice-Hall, 1953. 232 pp. $2.95. 


essor Hulme of Wartburg Seminary, 
ue, has written for This Day and 
‘alther League Messenger. Short 
rs built around six major themes: 
ing Our Faith, Getting Along with 
If, Your Family and You, Fitting 
ie Group, You and the Other Sex, 
ng the Goals You Want. This 
Jased on counseling experience with 
shool and college youth, is recom- 
d for the Christian home and the 
library. Oscar E, FEUCHT 


1 Action. By Lydia Ommen. Van- 
ge Press, New York, 1957. 72 pp. 
00. 


anyone who has ever doubted that 
rd answers prayer and for anyone 
juestions the way God answers 
the reading of this book becomes 
ious adventure. For anyone who 
seless in time of sickness and afflic- 
e reading of this book will be a wel- 
encouragement. 

2 this book relates the way God 
ed her own prayer — in a way quite 
it from the one she had in mind — 
owed her how to be more useful 
1, many words and phrases reflect 
‘ep emotional experience of the 
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Lupwic G. F. List, Sept. 10, 1875, 
Frankenmuth, Mich., to Sept. 17, 1957, 
Saginaw, Mich.; son of John and Walburg 
Schleier List; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1899; parishes: Wolf Creek, Mich.; De- 
troit, Mich.; and Sebewaing, Mich., 1918, 
until he retired in 1949. Survivors: son 
Theodore; daughters Dorothy Nitz, Ot- 
tilia Succop, Frieda, and Esther. Funeral: 
Sept. 20, Sebewaing. 


MarTIN W. RIEDEL, July 22, 1888, 
Granton, Wis., to June 29, 1957; son of 
Daniel and Louise Scholz Riedel; gradu- 
ated St. Louis seminary, 1908; parishes: 
Bayard and Hancock, Nebr.; Napoleon, 
N. Dak.; Winnipeg, Man., Can.; professor, 
Concordia College, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Can., 1926—42; instructor, Milwaukee Lu- 
theran High School, 1942—57. Survivors: 
Anna Duerr Riedel; sons Robert, Marcus, 
and Hubert. Funeral: July 2, Milwaukee. 


THEODORE A. SCHOEWE, Jan. 9, 1887, 
Eagleton, Wis., to Aug. 31, 1957, Plain- 
view, Minn.; son of Rev. Gustav and 
Clara Hensel Schoewe; graduated Wau- 
watosa Seminary, 1910; parishes: Saint 
Charles, Minn.; Milton, Wis.; and Plain- 
view, Minn., 1922—56. Survivors: Clara 
Klatt Schoewe; sons Rev. Theodore, 
Gregory, and Donald; daughter Mrs. Mel- 
vin Hippen. Funeral: Sept. 3, Plainview. 


JacosB J. TROESTER, Nov. 14, 1881, 
Hampton, Nebr., to Sept. 8, 1957, Orange, 
Calif., son of Jacob and Elizabeth Schas- 
sert Troester; graduated Addison teachers 
college, 1901; schools: Brownstown, Ind.; 
Pierce, Nebr.; Lincoln, Nebr.; Orange, 
Calif.; and Whittier, Calif. Survivors: 
Minnie Korth Troester; son Paul. Funeral: 
Sept. 12, Orange, Calif. 


Syitotnclpntptlo 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Gotsch, Richard J., asst., Grace, River Forest, 
Ill., by O. A. Geiseman, Aug. 4. 

Hillers, Delbert R., asst., Calvary, Baltimore, 
Md., by Geo. H. Sommermeyer, Sept. 15. 
Peterson, Howard, as missionary in Salem 
area, at St.John, Salem, Oreg., by Amos 

A. Schmidt, Aug. 25. 

Rasmussen, Ervin B., asst., Capitol Drive, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by Marvin F. Kammrath, 
Sept. 15. 

Rumsey, John C., Good Shepherd, Fort Lau- 
derdale, Fla., by Roy E. Guelzow, Aug. 25. 

Schwandt, James, Trinity, Genoa; and Holy 
Cross, Hugo, Colo., by Pres. H. H. Hell- 
busch, Aug. 4. 

Spalteholz, Hans, asst., St. Michael, Portland, 
Oreg., by Amos A. Schmidt, Sept. 8. 

Stelmachowicz, Michael J., Jr., asst., Our Re- 
deemer, St. Louis, Mo., by H. A. Rehwaldt, 
Sept. 29. 

Weseloh, Melvin L., asst., St. Luke, New York, 
N. Y., by Albert L. Neibacher, Sept. 15. 
Weyermann, Andrew M., asst., St.John, La 
Grange, Ill., by Theo. Gerken, Sept. 22. 
Wolkenhauer, Richard W.., asst., St. Peter, East 

Detroit, Mich., by E. C. Peterson, Sept. 15. 


Inducted: 


Hansen, Dale, as_ instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Paul 
A. Zimmerman, Sept. 8. 


PASTORS 
Installed: 
Bornhoeft, Theodore P., missionary at Ber- 


nardsville, N. J., at Trinity, Morris Plains, 
N. J., by Hans A. Voss, Sept. 8. 
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Bosch, Floyd, St. Timothy, Sunderland, Eng- 
land, by E. George Pearce, Sept. 15. 

Brack, V. W., Zion, Plainview, Nebr., by 
E. R. Dubs, Sept. 22. 
Brockhoff, Daniel A., Our Redeemer, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., by Wm. H. Eifert, Sept. 29. 
Droegemueller, Immanuel T., St. Paul, Janes- 
ville, Wis., by M. C. Droegemueller, 
Sept. 22. 

Grapatin, John, Faith, South Bend, Ind., by 
W. C. Birkner, Sept. 22 

Gruenwald, Edward, Mount Calvary, Swifi 
Current, Sask., by Gerhard A. Pera, Sept. 15. 

Holm, Alex, as missionary in Las Vegas area, 
at Good Shepherd, Las Vegas, Nev., by 
Martin A. Paul, Sept. 8. 

Holtz, Arlin A., St. Matthew, Cedar Bluffs, 
Nebr., by Arlin Alpers, Sept. 15. 

Klug, Leonard F., Mount Calvary, Estes Park, 
Colo., by John F. Hennig, Sept. 15. 

Knippa, Erich, Grace, Marlin, Tex., by Roy 
Barlag, Sept. 1. 

Meibohm, Richard P., as missionary in Tucson 


area, at Faith, Tucson, Ariz., Harold H. 
Engelbrecht, Sept. 22. 
Messerschmidt, Lester, Holy Cross, Spring- 


field, N. J., by Walter A. Reuning, Sept. 22. 
Meyer, Edward A., asst., St. John, La Porte, 
Ind., by M. E. Reinke, Sept. 15. 
Mickan, Eldor, Mount Olive, San Antonio. 
Tex., by Edwin T. Brown, Sept. 22. 
Mueller, Armand, St. Luke, Reno, Nev., by 
E. P. Leising, Sept. 15. 
Mueller, Bernhard G., Holy Cross, Baltimore 


(Towson), Md., by Charles J. Seevers, 
Sept. 15. 
Napier, Carl H., as instructor at Lutheran 


High School, at St. Matthew, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Pres. George W. Wittmer, Sept. 22. 

Nitschke, Walter, Mount Calvary, Brookings, 
S. Dak., by Carl Korte, Sept. 1. 

Preus, Robert D., as asst. professor at Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., by Pres. 
George W. Wittmer, Sept. 22. 

Ristow, L. E., Trinity, Hazen 20 NE (Mann- 


haven), N. Dak., by Robert Plagens, 
Sept. 29. 
Scaer, Martin J., Bethlehem, Adair, Okla., 


by Otto W. Meyer, Sept. 15. 


Sept. 15. 

Steiner, Carl G. M., St. Mark the Evangelist, 
St. Clair Shores, Mich., by Erwin Kurth, 
Sept. 22. 

Stelmachowicz, Michael J., as principal of 
Lutheran High School — South, at St. Mat- 
thew, St. Louis, Mo., by Pres. George W. 
Wittmer, Sept. 22. 

Stelter, Paul G., as assoc. professor at Con- 
cordia College, at Redeemer, Oakland, 
Calif., by Pres. Arthur C. Nitz, Sept. 22. 

Ulrich, E. C., Mount Calvary, Peoria, Ill., by 
R. T. Eissfeldt, Sept. 29. 

Wahl, John F., as assoc. professor at Concor- 
dia College, at Redeemer, Oakland, Calif., 
by Pres. Arthur C. Nitz, Sept. 22. 

Wendling, E. L., St.John, Suring, Wis., by 
M. F. Sengele, Sept. 15. 

Yauk, Martin, asst., Trinity, Mission, Kans., 
by Harlan Hartner, Sept. 15. 


Commissioned: 


Voss, Kurt E., as missionary in Korea, at 
St. John, Springfield, Pa., by O. H. Schmidt, 
Sept. 15. 


Inducted: 


Johnston, Robert, as asst. professor, Concor- 
dia College, St. Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst 
H. Stahlke, Sept. 8. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Albert, Raymond A., Redeemer, Cicero, I11., 
by Martin C. Lopahs, Sept. 15. 

Aufdemberge, Cand. E. J., Zion, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Roy G. Moeller, Sept. 15. 
Bruner, Cand. Charles W., St. Stephen, Hous- 
ton, Tex., by G. W. Obenhaus, Aug. 18. 
Christjaener, Eric J., Highland Park, Los 
Angeles, Calif., by L. W. Faulstick, Sept. 15. 

Colba, Frank H., as instructor at Lutheran 
High School, at St. Matthew, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Pres. George W. Wittmer, Sept. 22. 

Cornwell, Richard, Peace, Chicago, Ill., by 
John Spomer, Sept. 29. 

Dammann, Dean, Concordia, San Antonio, 
Tex., by Guido A. Merkens, Aug. 25. 

Doepke, Cand. Konrad, Gethsemane, Detroit, 
Mich., by F. A. Hertwig, Sept. 15. 

Eickmann, Nathdn, Immanuel, Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., by Carl F. Schmid, Aug. 25. 

Einspahr, Herbert, Immanuel, Twin Falls, 
Idaho, by Carl V. Losser, Sept. 22. 

Ewald, Edward, Concordia, Maplewood, Mo., 
by Wm. E. Goerss, Sept. 8. 

Fiore, Walter, Grace, New York, N. Y., by 
E. F. Giese, Sept. 15. 

Foerster, Lloyd C., Our Redeemer, Seaford, 
ey ales Y., by Henry F. Ressmeyer, 
Sept. 15. 


Garmatz, Robert W., Faith, Denver, Colo., by 
Warren H. Wille, Sept. 1. 
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Germeroth, C. E., Trinity, Arenzville, Ill., by 
H. A. Allwardt, Sept. 22. 

Goehner, Loren H., St. Paul, Kingsville, Md., 
by Charles J. Seevers, Aug. 11. 

Grundmann, John, as instructor at Lutheran 
High School, at St. Matthew, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Pres. George W. Wittmer, Sept. 22. 

Hafemeister, Edmund, First, Culver City (Los 
Angeles), Calif., by Reno H. Jeske, Sept. 8. 

Hahn, Arvin W., as assoc. professor at Con- 
cordia Teachers College, at Grace, River 
Forest, Ill., by M. L. Koehneke, Sept. 12. 

Hardt, Walter, as assoc. professor at Concor- 
dia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by 
O. A. Graebner, Sept. 22. 

Harms, Louis O., Grace, Cincinnati, Ohio, by 
Norman J. Sydow, Sept. 8. 

Hink, Paul H., St. John, Cleveland (Notting- 
ham), Ohio, by Walter J. Luecke, Sept. 15. 

Hinrichs, Vance H., Trinity, Greeley, Colo., 
by Leo E. Rubel, Aug. 7. 

Jorcke, Frank P., Grace, Queens Village, 
N. Y., by Louis S. Wagner, Sept. 22. 

Juergensen, Martin, Zion, Glendale, Calif., 
by W. H. Wuthrich, Sept. 15. 

Kaiser, Roy, Jehovah, Detroit, Mich., by 
I. M. Brackebusch, Sept. 15. 

Kapler, Cand. Joseph, Westshore Central 
School, at St.Paul, Westlake, Ohio, by 
A. W. Radtke, Sept. 15. 

Kirchhoff, William J., as instructor at Lu- 
theran High School, at St. Matthew, Saint 
Louis, Mo., by Pres. George W. Wittmer, 
Sept. 22. 

Klawiter, John, Emmaus First, Alhambra, 
Calif., by G. C. Schramm, Sept. 15. 

Kluge, David A., Redeemer, Westfield, N. J., 
by Walter A. Reuning, Sept. 15. 

Krueger, Donald C., Apostles, Melrose Park, 
Ill., by Wm. L. Bartling, Sept. 22. 

Lange, Paul W., as superintendent of Lu- 
theran High Schools, at St. Matthew, Saint 
Louis, Mo., by Pres. George W. Wittmer, 
Sept. 22. 

Laubenstein, Leonard, University Hills, 
Denver, Colo., by Raymond D. Schmidt, 
Sept. 22. 

Lauterbach, Kermit R., St. Peter, Schaum- 
burg, R. 1, Roselle, Ill., by F. A. Hertwig, 
Jr., Sept. 15. 

Lisius, Gerhard H., Gary Central School, at 
St. John’s, Gary, Ind., by Robert H. Clausen, 
Sept. 8. 

Macke. Cand. Thomas, St. Paul, Royal Oak, 
Mich., by Richard L. Schlecht, Sept. 15. 
Moellenhoff, Cand. Warren H., St. John, 
Plymouth, Wis., by H. W. Baxmann, 

Sept. 15. 

Moldenhauer, Herbert C., as principal at 
Lutheran High School— Central, at Saint 
Matthew, St. Louis, Mo., by Pres. George 
W. Wittmer, Sept. 22. 

Mueller, Gilbert, St. Andrew, Chicago, M1., 
by Martin Frick, Sept. 8. 

Mueller, Richard, Our Redeemer, Overland, 
Mo., by F. W. Ritthamel, Sept. 29. 

Pfeiffer, Benjamin, as assoc. professor at 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 
by O. A. Graebner, Sept. 22. 

Robinson, Wilbert J., Zion, St. Louis, Mo., by 
Roy G. Moeller, Sept. 15. 

Rusch, Wilbert H., as assoc. professor at 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 
by O. A. Graebner, Sept. 22. 

Schillinger, Herbert C. J., Immanuel, Elm- 
hurst, Ill., by E. T. Lange, Aug. 25. 

Schmidt, Luther D., Zion, St. Louis, Mo., by 
Roy G. Moeller, Sept. 15. 

Schroeder, Leland P., St. Mark, Provo, Utah, 
by H. R. Miller, Aug. 18. 

Schuler, Cand. Robert, St. John, Forest Park, 
Ill., by Erwin L. Paul, Sept. 15. 

Sommerfeld, Arthur, Jehovah, Detroit, Mich., 
by I. M. Brackebusch, Sept. 15. 

Sylwester, Kurt, St.John, Ottertail, Minn., 
by Karl B. Stroming, Sept. 15. 

Williams, Cand. David, Immanuel, Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., by N. B. Elling, Sept. 22. 
Willweber, Cand. Lloyd, Chapel of the Cross, 
San Fernando, Calif., by Elmer E. Streu- 

fert, Sept. 15. 

Wisch, Cand. Frederick, Our Savior, Arling- 

ton, Va., by Paul M. Kavasch, Sept. 1. 


Inducted: 


Busse, Cand. Marvin, as instructor at Con- 
cordia College, St.Paul, Minn., by Pres. 
Ernst H. Stahlke, Sept. 8. 

Manz, Paul O., as asst. professor of Concordia 
College, St.Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst 
H. Stahlke, Sept. 8. 


Commissioned: 


Busse, Cand. Dale, as teacher in New Guinea, 
at St. John, Aurora, Ind., by O. H. Schmidt, 
Sept. 22. 


LAY WORKER 
Commissioned: 


Wiebe, Reta, R. N., for service in New Guinea, 
at St.Paul English, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
Canada, by M. C. Weissbach, Aug. 25. 
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Official Notices 


Warren O. Schulz, currently teaching in 
our Wichita Lutheran School, Wichita, Kans., 
is a graduate of St. John’s College, Winfield, 
and has taken additional courses in education 
at Wichita University. He has made applica- 
tion for a colloquy to be received as a regu- 
lar teacher by The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod.—W. H. Meyer, President, 
Kansas District. 


Rev. George Schubarth, Cooperstown, N. 
Dak., has been appointed Visitor of the 
New Rockford Circuit to succeed Rev. John 
Bollmann, who accepted a call into another 
circuit. —L. K. Meyer, President, North Da- 
kota District. 


Rev. Waldemar A. Rook, Baltimore, Md., 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit 2, 
Southeastern District, to succeed Rev. Charles 
Seevers, who accepted a call into another 
circuit. — WILLIAM As Koun, President, 
Southeastern District. 


Rev. O. E. Weiss, Wall Lake, Iowa, has 
been appointed Visitor of the Carroll Circuit 
to succeed Rev. Leo Wehrspann, who ac- 
cepted a call into another District. —G. W. 
Loseckx, President, Iowa District West. 


A. Willard Holsten, formerly assistant pas- 
tor of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
St. Albans, L.1., N. Y., has resigned from the 
parish ministry of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod (letter, dated October 1, 1957). 
He is not eligible for a call. —H. G. Kerner, 
President, English District. 


Call for Additional Senior 
College Nominations 


Pursuant to the authorization of the Board 
for Higher Education, the Board of Control 
of Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., hereby invites the congregations of 
Synod to propose additional candidates for 
the staffing of the following departments of 
instruction in the Senior College: Religion, 
English, classical languages, social sciences, 
philosophy, psychology, humanities, and He- 
brew. 

Additional nominations are desired, also, 
for the position of resident counselor. 

This call for additional nominees is in 
accord with the provisions of the original 
request for nominations which appeared in 
the LuTHERAN Witness of July 5, 1955. All 
nominations made in response (WuirTNEss, Sep- 
tember 24, 1955) to that request remain in 
force and need not be repeated. 

I. Candidates proposed for election should 
have, or should be in a position to acquire, 
a graduate academic degree in their teaching 
field, and their experience must comply with 
the provisions of Handbook, Section 6.111. 

In addition to these professional qualifica- 
tions of training and experience, candidates 
should have a specific interest in the work 
of developing young men for Christian leader- 
ship, since faculty duties at the college will 
include, in addition to subject-matter compe- 
tence and classroom teaching, an active shar- 
ing of responsibility for the entire program of 
ministerial training. 

II. The Board reserves the prerogative of 
calling nominees to departments or positions 
other than those to which they are nominated 
if the training or experience of nominees 
qualifies them for such positions. 

Ill. All nominations, together with rele- 
vant personal and academic data, must be 
mailed not later than December 15, 1957, to 
Rev. C. E. Auuick, Secretary, The Board of 


e ane 3225 Crescent Avenue, Fort Wayne 3, 
Ind. 


Notices 


The Board of Missions to the Blind will 
supply Sunday school and Bible class lessons 
free to any blind person in need thereof. — 
LuTHERAN LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND, 3558 S. 
Jefferson, St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans residing in 
the areas of Cape Cod, Falmouth, and Buz- 
zards Bay, Mass., is requested to contact 
es GerEorGE GLAESER, Ryder’s Lane, Marion, 

ass. 


Available 


Organ blower with 14 H.P. engine in new 
condition. Free to any congregation that will 
pay the transportation. — Rev. Date G. Lasxy, 
39 Thornton St., Hamden, Conn. 


Wanted 


Altar ware —all pieces, particularly can- 
delabra — for small mission. Will pray trans- 
portation. — Epcar R. Taytor, 4128 McConnell 
Blvd., Los Angeles 66, Calif. 
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Pastors: 


Teachers: 


Changes of Address 


Bangert, Martin W., Deerbrook, 
Bosch, Floyd M., 18 Crosslea Ave., § 
land Co., Durham, England | 
Coates, Thomas, S.T.D., 1 Wyctm@ 
Cone. Sr. College, Fort Wayne, ; 

Dicke, Harold F., 2169 S. 28th 
waukee, 15, Wis. 

Duever, E. J. H., em., 1306 Springf 
East Peoria, Ill. 

Goetsch, Martin C., em., 300 Eight 
W., Merrill, Wis. i | 

Gummelt, Walter B., 112 N. Cutti 
Jennings, La. 

Hansen, Melvin H., em., R. 3, Fuliij 

Heidemann, Leonard W., 145 S. TH 
Seward, Nebr. 

Johnson, Richard E., 2228 Evergree| 
West Sacramento, Calif. 

Knight, Lawson F., R. 4, Hollam 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Liescheidt, Henry F., Star Route, CH 


Mo. 

Loesch, Nathan, 1033 N. Fourth St. f 
d’Alene, Idaho | 

Loretz, Walter, em., 3528 Pennima: 
Oakland 19, Calif. 

Ludwig, William H., 12137 E. 48th 
Independence, Mo. 

Lutz, Martin J., 312 E. Honeywell, Hi 
ton, Ill. || 

Meyer, Paul, 7005 Cumberland, A 
Springfield, Va. 

Mickan, Eldor L., 3021 Buena Visti} 
Antonio 7, Tex. 

Miller, Channing E., 3201 Meadow} 
Rolling Meadows, Il. | 

Mueller, Armand E., 612 W. Seco | 
Reno, Nev. 

Mueller, Raymond A., 1899 Capital 
S. W., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Neunaber, Herman F., 14 N. Chure 
Belleville, Ill. 

Nuechterlein, Otto, Keystone, Iowa 

Otten, Philip, 7310 Blanco Rd., Sa 
tonio 12, Tex. 

Pennekamp, Chap. (Maj.) Victor F., 
Flying Training Wing, Craig AFB 

Preisinger, David A., 2533 Henry St. 
olulu 17, Hawaii 

Proehl, Frederick C., em., 2220 S. 
Blvd., Milwaukee 15, Wis. 

Rittamel, Wilfred J., R. 1, Box 119, 
Lake, Minn. 

Rupprecht, Prof. Oliver C., 1103 Kava 
Pl., Milwaukee 13, Wis. : 

Schroeter, Robert, Concordia Sr. Cc 
6534 Leo Rd., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Sievers, Walter, em., 144 Washingto 
Box 324, Berlin, Wis. 

Steiner, Carl G. M., 27721 Ursuline, | 
Clair Shores, Mic h. | 

Sqnaieche Walter, 801 Stokelin Dr., | 
en, 

Uhlig, Walter D., 204 Main St., Se 
Nebr. 

Weinrich, George A., Arapahoe, Nebr’ 

Weseloh, Melvin L., 316 W. 46th 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Wudel, William, R. 1, Hamburg, Wis. 

Wuggazer, Erhard W., 2204 Forest | 
S. E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


|| 
| 
| 


Beck, Albert, 1111 Bonnie Brae, 
Forest, Ill. 

Buuck, Paul F., 915 Koehlinger Dr., 
Haven, Ind. 

Etscheid, William F., 22117 Cohasset 
Canoga Park, Calif. 

Fischer, David, 6171 Orange, Apt. 6, 1 
Beach 5, Calif. 

Hane Louis W., 526 Walnut, step 

Jenks, Albert W., 5117 Cleves-Warsaw 
Cincinnati 38, ‘Ohio 

Rediger, Henry J., 2076 Mars Ave., 
wood 7, Ohio 

Roth, Samuel J., LL. D., Supt. Office; 16 
Nine Mile Rd., E. Detroit, Mich. 
22483 Nevada, E. Detroit, Mich. 

Schlieske, Milfred C., 109 Larch Dr., 
orado Springs, Colo. 


La 


Notice 


Articles, church news, 
ments, obituaries, intended for public: 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, 
for review, and general corresponden 
should be addressed to the Wm 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 
18, Mo. 


dedications, anniversaries, and changt 
of address of pastors and _ tea 
should be sent to the Statistical B 
Lutheran Building, 210 North B 
way, St. Louis 2, 


Told 


iss Martha Bohlsen of Omaha has 
appointed radio and _ television 
an for the Department of Public 
ons of Synod’s Northern Ne- 

District. With 20 years’ ex- 
ice in radio and 7 in TV, Miss 
n is employed as the director ot 
n’s activities for Tidy House 
any. She is doing a series of 
programs over 25 Midwestern 
ns. The last six years she has 
t a course in ‘Demonstration 
liques” in the Home Economics 
‘tment of the University of 
ia. Her late father was a Missouri 
| pastor in Nebraska. 


fhe Church of Jesus Christ of 
-Day Saints (Mormons) _ pur- 
1 a 42,000-acre ranch in Osceola 
Brevard Counties, Florida, for 
0,000. The ranch was sold to the 
do Livestock Co., which, a real- 
broker explained, was part of the 
h organization. The property ad- 
a 260,000-acre tract the church 
‘ed earlier. Included in the sale 
4.000 head of Brahman cattle and 
ead of Santa Gertrudis. 


@ The U.S. Air 
Force invited Rev. 
John H. Baumgaert- 
ner, pastor of Cap- 
itol Drive Lutheran 
Church, Milwaukee, 
to conduct a Euro- 
pean preaching mis- 


uropean sion during October 
Behing d November. He 
ission = : 


left the U.S. GOcto- 

to conduct missions at Air Force 

ations near Chamby and Chau- 

France; Neubiberg, Germany; 
‘helveston, England. 


‘he present enrollment of 35 stu- 
in the Youth Leadership Training 
am at Valparaiso U. was an- 
ed) bys Prof. 
Beeiner, YLT 
or. Enrollment 
sar stood at 16. 
program is de- 
| to provide full- 
youth workers 
arge congrega- 

metropolitan 

and Walther 
e and synodical 
sts. Instrumen- 
guiding the program are Synod’s 
for Young People’s Work, the 
‘the Walther League, and Val- 
0 U. Professor Reiner, a graduate 
ingfield College in Massachusetts, 
associate head coach at Val- 


& 


Youth Leader 


. 


BER 5, 1957 


Letters 


Only Lutheran Church in County 


This is the 1957 confirmation class of 
Redeemer Church, Tillamook, Oreg. 

Mountains separate our parish from 
other Lutheran churches in Oregon. Tilla- 
mook County is on the coast, and Re- 
deemer is the only Lutheran congregation 
in the county. People have to drive long 
distances to our church. 


Confirmation class at Tillamook 


Rev. Edward H. Lutz, our pastor, con- 
firmed the 11 children and three adults on 
June 9. 

Our son Richard (first row, second from 
left) is now a freshman in the high school 
of St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 


Mrs. HEROLD J. WOLTERS 
Hebo, Oreg. 


She Takes Issue with Spurgeon 


This is in reference to the “Loose Leaf” 
(August 13, 1957) concerning the min- 
ister whose response. to the woman prais- 
ing his sermon was: “Yes, ma’am. The 
devil told me that ten minutes ago.” 

If the pastor preached God’s Word, 
the woman was expressing her apprecia- 
tion for God’s Word by praising her pas- 
tor’s sermon. To interpret her comment 
as praise of him alone reflects his own 
apparent lack of humility; to imply that 
her comment was in accordance with that 
of Satan reflects limited Christian love. 

It seems a terrible thing to me if we 
must feel that an expression of love 
and appreciation to our pastor is to be 
regarded as co-operating with the devil. 
Surely that which would thwart one of 
God’s richest blessings, the precious bond 
of Christian love between a pastor and 
his flock, is not to the glory of God. 

It is because we are so grateful to 
“Our Wonderful Lord” that we desire to 
express our appreciation to our pastor, 
through whom we receive His Word and 
ministrations. If the pastor’s interpre- 
tation of his parishioner’s comment was 
correct, if she was praising him for his 
own sake, the comment would indicate 
that he needs to give better instruction. 

If I, in Christian love, take to my 
friend a gift which I know is dear to 
his heart, that gift, as are all good 
things, is really from God, and I am 
just the means of imparting it. My friend, 
as a Christian, knows this and thanks 
God for it. Because of Christian love, 
however, he also thanks me. 

Both of us know that, rather than 
detracting from the glory of God, this 
expression of love and gratitude is all 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


to His glory. Our Savior has told us 
that what we do unto the least of these 
His brethren, we do unto Him. 


Mrs. WILBUR HENSLER 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Has a Plan and Follows It 


There is a shortage of pastors and teach- 
ers in our Synod. How can members who 
have no children help to send more young 
people to our schools? 

Some parents have the boys and girls 
but lack the means to send them to Synod’s 
colleges; others have the means but no 
children. If those with the means would 
sponsor those without means, our Synod 
would have more pastors and teachers. 

I have sponsored one student who is 
now a parochial school teacher; the second 
has entered River Forest. I am also spon- 
soring two foreign broadcasting stations. 

I am writing these lines because I feel 
they may encourage others to similar 


efforts. HERMAN A. Voss 
Manawa, Wis. 


Reprint “Lutheran Customs’? 


Is it possible to secure reprints of “Lu- 
theran Customs” appearing in the WIT- 
NEss? I am president of our ladies’ circle 
and would like to use them as topics for 
discussion at our meetings. These fine 
articles should be of interest to new mem- 
bers of our Lutheran Church. 

Mrs. CHARLES DUHRKOPF, President 

Town Circle 

Grace Lutheran Church (ELC) 
Primghar, lowa 


Another Angle 


The figures on page 3 of the October 8 
WITNESS show that the Missouri Synod 
had the greatest numerical increase during 
1956. Looked at from another angle, these 
figures tell a somewhat different story. 

Since the 76,033 gain is already in- 
cluded in the 2,152,412 total at the end 
of the year, we started the year with 
2,076,379. Against this figure, the 76,033 
gain represents only 3.6%. This percent- 
age means that it took 1,000 people to 
gain 36. 

The entire table on the same _ basis 
would show our Synod pretty well down 
the line according to the percentage of 
new members gained: 


Negro Missions of Synodical Conf. 5.7% 
Nat'l Ev. L. C. 


BELG patentee 

Augustana : 
UELC 1% 
MISSOURI SYNOD 3.6% 
Norwegian Synod 3.6% 
ULGA 4232 Sk ER 5) 
Suomi Synod eis Eee A Sate 
Luth! Free Church... 2.6% 
7M) a I E50 Bs 0 Sy ee ae 2.5% 
WiSGONnSinmeeemey ass 1.2% 


Lest we look down upon “one of these 
little ones” for being small in number, let’s 
compare their soul winning with ours. 
We're exactly in the middle of the above 
table. Does that mean we are “neither 
cold nor hot”? 


Detroit, Mich. LEONA SCHROEDER 


oh, 


An ideal gift of 200 meditations that will gain a treasured place in 
every Christian home. “A completely new book of dramatically written 
devotional thoughts for parents who want to liven up and give meaning 
to their devotional periods.” — Contact. 


this wonderful book.” — Nurture. 
Francis Hook. 


304 pages. Full-color washable cover. Jacket. $3.00 
Order No. 6W1055 


ADVENTURE SERIES 


A packet of four paper-bound books sure 

to please any young reader from 9 to 11. 
ONE SUMMER. By Georgia Moore Eberling 
Exciting story of Linda’s memorable visit to her uncle’s 
ranch in New Mexico. 100 pages, 5% x8. 
JOEL AND THE SILVER TRUMPET 
By Harriet Van Laar 
A story of Christian love and faith —of the fulfillment 
of Joel’s dreams. 82 pages, 5% x8. 
PATRIOT BLOOD. By G. L. Wind 
An unforgettable journey during the first years of our 
nation’s history. 136 pages, 5% <8. 
THE GENTLE HEART. By G. L. Wind 
Beautiful reconciliation of two cousins fighting on opposite 
sides during the Civil War. 136 pages, 5% x8. 


All four books only $2.75. Order No. 39W1016 


Little Visits With God 


By Allan H. Jahsmann and Martin P. Simon 


“You can’t go wrong with 
134 delightful illustrations by 


Delightful Christmas Gifts 
Children Will Enjoy 


SINGING PICTURE BOOKS 


Listen to the records only once, and you'll know 
that they belong in the hands of your children. A new 
and delightful way — by sight and sound — to teach 
the small child to love and sing favorite hymns. Four 
songs on each record with soloists, chorus of eight 
children’s voices, in special arrangement suitable for 
children three to seven years old. Unbreakable. In 
big, full-color books, with words written in. 


Christmas Songs, order No. 59W1007. Jesus 

Songs, order No. 59W1006. Sleepytime Songs, 

order No. 59W1008. Songs of Praise, order 
No. 59W1009 


Per set of four, $2.00. Order No. 59W1017 


Order through your church office, church display, or directly on the coupon below: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 

No. 6W1055S LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD. 
By Jahsmann and Simon. $3.00 

No. 59W1006 JESUS SONGS Name 
No. 59W1007 CHRISTMAS SONGS te 

No. 59W1008 SLEEPYTIME SONGS 
No. 59W1009 SONGS OF PRAISE 
No. 39W1016 ADVENTURE SERIES @ $2.75 City 


_¢ (To cover partial cost of postage —on all cash orders — 
please add 5 cents for each dollar of your total purchase.) 
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